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Introduction

Welcome to ePEARL, a bilingual, electronic portfolio software. Based on sound research evidence,
coupled with feedback from the field, ePEARL has been designed to encourage self-regulated learning

within student centered curricula.

ePEARL is best suited for educators who wish to use electronic portfolios in a student-centred way, but
who also wish to experiment with multimedia content and a collaborative approach. ePEARLS features
encourage planning, reflection, sharing and peer feedback, in addition to the creation and revision of
work

More specific support may be found within the software by clicking on the help icon next to most
functions, or by accessing the Teacher Resources page.

This Guide

This guide is designed to provide basic information on the ePEARL software to help get teachers

started using the software in their classroom. A general overview of ePEARL features and structure,
along with and explanantion of the self-regulation process is provided. Followed by a detailed descrip-
tion of each level of ePEARL. In the latter instance, this is divided by:

» Features: A brief explanation of the features of the electronic portfolio.

» Structure: A description of the levels and languages of use.

»  What is Self-Regulated Learning: The theory on which the design and development of
ePEARL was based.

« Link to ABRACADABRA: The link to readings and extension activities in Level 1.

o TeacherModule: A look at how teachers can contribute and impact students’ learning
process. Links to a variety of paper-based and multimedia resources, including lesson plans

and job aids.
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What is self-regulated learning?
ePEARL has been designed to support and foster the self-regulation skills of students.
“Self-regulated learning is a self-initiated action that involves goal setting and regulating one’s efforts to

reach the goal, self-monitoring (metacognition), time management, and physical and social environment
regulation” (Zimmerman & Risemberg, 1997)

Figure 1: Self-Regulaion
Cycle

Forethought, Performance, and Self-Reflection are the three cyclical phases called Planning, Doing and
Reflecting in ePEARL. Each of these larger phases incorporate smaller sets of behaviors, which support
learning and encourage the student to be aware of the process s/he is engaged in. Complex tasks are
easily broken down and teachers have a crucial role in scaffolding these steps through feedback. Other
important components of self-regulation are: motivation, self-observation and self-experimentation.

Findings from a number of studies reveal that learners with high levels of self-regulation:

¢ Have good control over the attainment of their goals

¢ Can focus on the process of how to acquire these skills
*  Are better prepared for the ‘real world’

»  Feel more ownership over their learning

¢ Become lifelong learners

Teachers who used ePEARL reported improvements in students’ use of SRL processes including:

+  Setting process goals

* Articulating task demands

o Listing strategies

¢ Providing constructive feedback to peers

¢ Using teacher & peer comments to improve work
Evaluating their own work
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Electronic Portfolio Encouraging
Active Reflective Learning

ePEARL Structure

This section will discuss the conventions underlying ePEARL to help
teachers understand why things were designed the way they were and to make it easier
for teachers to use the software in their classrooms.

Levels & Users

Three levels have been designed for use in elementary and secondary schools:

Level 1 — Cycle One/Grades 1-2;

Level 2 — Cycles 2 & 3/Grades 3-6; and

Level 3 — Secondary/Grades 7-12.

Note that a Level 4 has been designed for adult learners however this is in a beta version

Level 1 is geared towards beginning readers. The interface design,
as well as the type of interaction, are simplified and specially suited
to young learners.

Level 2 is designed for Cycle 2 and Cycle 3 students (Grades 3-6).

The design allows for additional learning opportunities as compared to Level 1. ePEARL
Level 2 supports students in the portfolio process and promotes emergent self-regulation
skills. Students can be guided through the learning process as they set general goals for
the term, specific goals for each entry and determine strategies for achieving their goals.
They are encouraged to reflect on their own work, provide meaningful feedback on their
peers’ work and select important artifacts for presentation at the end of a cycle (or grade).

I —— . Figure 2: A student’s

153 -~ P9l Eums

BN Level 2

Welcome to my cool portfolio!

My name is Matt and I am in Cycle 1 sec at John Rennie
8 High School. My sister and step brother just started
Bl here this year so it should be an interesting year.

T haven't used electronic portfolios before but I like
using technology and am looking forward to storing my
work online. This way I won'+ have to bring it home with
me every night because I can work on my ePEARL from

- my computer!
To Do List

Buy graphing calculator for math »* % T hope to store the movies that I will be creating this
class] year. I want to learn how to use the digital video, iMovie,
and iDVD so I'm going to document my progress with all
of this.

Speak to Rob about schedule fors” %
study meetings

I'm al$o not used to thinking about what T want to
accomplish before I start something but this will
probably help me stay on track better as I tend to get
distracted.

So enjoy and come back of ten.

More later.
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Level 3 is designed for secondary school students (Grades 7-12),
hence it provides the opportunity to engage in deeper self-regulation.
Additionnally, the language and the graphic interface used throughout
the software, including the Help, is more mature.

With its Toolbox, Schedule and Tagging features,Level 3 promotes a
more flexible and mature environment for this population. ePEARL
offers more in-depth self-regulatory language, which allows the student
to drill-down on goal-setting, motivation and reflection questions. The
new Toolbar offers even more ways of adding content to this multimedia
portfolio!

The ability to set notifications, add posts and reply to peers’, teachers’
and parents’ comments creates the feel of a Wall, which students are
accustomed to in a social networking era. Students can customize these
notifications and their Home Page, which ultimately provides ownership
over their portfolio and learning!

In Level 3, Students can create a Personal Orientation Program (POP)
artifact, by clicking on ‘POP Exploration’.

A teacher guide for POP is available at: http://grover.concordia.ca/epearl/
resources/home_en.php, under Guides.

French

All levels are fully bilingual. Students and teachers may toggle between
French and English on any screen by clicking on the language icon in the
upper right hand corner of the screen.

A French Teacher Guide is available on the Teacher Ressource page.
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ePEARL Features

Students can:

Z]3] *  Learn to reflect on their learning meaningfully

Marie Antoinette (1755-1793)

and to comment constructively on the work of their

€ers.
G p

Folder Social Sciences
Colour Code My Favouite @
Date 11/09/06

Task Description

o Track their reading and music development,

e . e e 'inﬂm‘
SmSnaeT ' | or presentation skills by recording directly into the
Goals | Computer;

Because this work wil be used in a class presentalion, | would like to try to make it especialy interesting for
activty. | willleam about the

y :
real Mario Antoinattal

»  Learn basic word processing commands

Strategies updated 01/26/09
'

e e S g T e through the use of a text editor;

© Teacher Springfield: updsted 05730707

e e e »  Archive selected artifacts within a presentation
Focusing on one event in Marie Antoinette's life is a great idea. This way the class can leam about an aspect
= . portfolio over the course of their education.
Motivation -
L & Q
— Teachers can:
Recording . .
»  Create their own portfolios;
e e Provide feedback on students” goals, work and
rey S : o 1), reflections;
quoting. Theresa of Spain. | was only 11 in 1766,
e o Track the development of their students’
e T SR learning over a term, a year, or a cycle;
Wikipedia. 20, 2006 from:

http:/ /en.wikipedi

Marie Antoinette. Wikiquote. Retrieved on March 20, 2006 from:

tere e ks e *  Model effective practices related to goal set-
ting, reflection and conferencing.

MAPortraitjog Marie-Antoinette jpg
view | download view | download

Parents can:
o Track their child’s learning;

1 think my pre of the.

e = e Become actively involved in their child’s educa-
For the class activity, | ic if Marie

e e S A tion through the provision of feedback on work
e once it is stored within their child’s portfolio.

© Teacher Springfield: upéstea 11/20/06
ons here, M

, Megan. time thinki your presentation. Did you
‘accomplish what you had set out to do? Do you think the class enjoyed your presentation? f so, why?

November 25, 2006. tthe
iginal and you had a very

ivity v
Your leadership skills are really coming along.

Curriculum Connections

Broad
Personal & Career Planning Competencies Lenguages
Citizenship & Community Life To Use Information Social Sciences

‘To Communicate Appropriately.

HRSDC Essential Skills

Feedback

Oracerreninacd  Dreerrestiack s O recenccomments ©

11/30/06
Ay

pr I hope i
interesti presentation. What an

Orighljc feamed
[pecegiztiopWallconey that Marie Antoinstto was avery  interesting women MA was. |

EsmE 0 et Figure 3: ePEARLSs Level 2 View Artifact page

great if you dressed up like.
Marie Antoinete!
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Level 1

Designed for beginning learners in early elementary classes, Level 1
provides a friendly interface that offers two main features: Reading and
Creating. These are presented within the structure of a portfolio environ-
ment as students are introduced to basic portfolio processes such as goal

setting and reflection.

Jackie's Portfolio

General Goals

* Frangais | LTK | ABRA | Quit#

&

2B\

My Presentations

2L \ .
. Tttt

\E‘Q\ My Readings @@e@

09/23/09
05/05/09
05/15/07
04/18/07
12/15/06
10/30/06
10/12/06
09/07/06

T T T s T T o §

0 W0 W0 G WO WO W W

Figure 4: Both the

My Readings and My
Creations features
provide an Index Page
where students can
quickly review their
stored works. From here,
they can click on a title
or icon to view, edit or
delete their work.

==

oo e iwf

» Franais | LTK | ABRA | Qu

> &% x
My My Creations My

Using My Sight Words

09/07/08
01/09/08
12/10/06
10/06/06
09/11/06

Reading - Index Page

General Goals

My Creations - Index Page

Older students (those in year 2 of the cycle) should be
encouraged to state one or two general (or long term)

goals related to the development of their reading,

writing, and other types of work. These goals may be
changed, deleted or added to throughout the school
year. The general goals icon is visible when working

on a reading or creation so that students may refer back
to their goals when they are reflecting on their work.

ot
%ot
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TIP:

Students can record
their reading into
ePEARL with a
classmate. One
person may be
designated as the
operator of the
computer while the
other is the reader.

Figure 5: The My
Reading page

Recording

TIP:

Teachers can provide

feedback on any

student’s reading by
viewing the student’s

portfolio via the
teacher’s portfolio
environment (using
the Manage tab or
Share tab)

o)
LEVEL 1
EfearL

cti

My Readings

In the My Readings section, the software encourages recognition of the
different components of a book, as students are required to list the book’s
title and author. They may also enter the name of the book’s illustrator
and the classmate they are reading with. Each entry is automatically

date stamped. Students are also encouraged to set small task goals for an
individual reading.

Recording a Reading

A recorder is provided for students to record a reading sample (maximum
set by the software administrator), which allows students, teachers and
parents to track reading development over time. Additionally, up to three
files (e.g. a scanned picture of the book cover) may be uploaded to the
My Reading page.

* /%@
My Reading | @l ” %

Mr. Bounce M

Author Roger Hargreaves
Who I am Reading With Emma Slevens
Date 10130108

speaker

Listen

‘What I Wanted To Do
Text

Even though this seems like an easy story I want to read it because
there are some hard words in some parts. I want to try to read the
hard words without making any mistakes.

Peer Feedback

Once the recording is completed, the reader’s partner or other classmate
may provide written or recorded feedback on the reader’s performance.

Edit Feedback ¢/ o

Sawve
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Active Reflective Learning

My Response

In the My Response page, students may respond to pre-recorded ques- TIP:

tions related to the literature, or add a question provided by either the F

student or the teacher. Students must click on the Add button once Check or uncheck the
they have selected the desired question. box beside the musical

note Ficon to
toggle on/off the

) ) i recorded question. The
scanned file, scanning a picture they have drawn, or recording an default setting is “on.”

answer directly into the portfolio.

Students’ responses may be given in multiple formats, such as typing
directly into the text box, handwriting an answer and uploading the

Figure 6: The Edit

Response window

Edit Response © @E‘

The Little Red Hen
Author CSLP

Responses

3. Record an answer or scan in
a picture...

2. Listen to a question

; 1. Select a question

[} 2

4. Answer in writing

My Reflection

The My Reflection page is identical to the Reading Response, but here
the focus is on the learning processes. Questions and guiding statements TIP:

prompt students to think about the strategies they used while they were  Additional prompts are
reading. For example: “What did you do when you got stuck on a word?” or  provided in the Teacher

“How was your reading this time different from the last time you read?” environment to help
support students in
their reflection

*d ()
Edit Reflection % Figure 7: The Reading
The Little Red Hen Reflection environment
Reflection
My Reflection ©
Add Question @
[ Select a question from the list or write your own below. R

%ot
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Figure 8: The My

Creations environment

Figure 9: Uploaded files

in a student’s portfolio

9
LEVEL 1 \E@AKL

lectronic Portfolio Encouragin
Active Reflective Learning

My Creations

In the My Creations section, students are encouraged to employ many dif-
ferent skills in their work, including numeracy, writing and arts.

Students are introduced to basic word processing commands through

the use of a text editor.

When commencing work on a new piece, students are required to give the
piece a title. Each entry is automatically date stamped. Students are also
encouraged to set a small task goal for their work, as this promotes self-
regulated learning.

Edit Creation

Text Title * @
Untitled

Date @ [November | |

What T Want To Do @
2 (2

My Creation @

Students may also include samples of their handwritten work by scanning

and uploading files.

Another way of doing this is to take a picture of the work sample and then
upload the file to the student’s portfolio. In an ABRA story, the student

Attached Files @

Picture 49.png Picture 79.png Picture 46.png
view | download | delete view | download | delete view | download | delete

can also choose a Story Image (See ABRA-ePERAL Section)

My Creations Reflection

In the Creations Reflection, students may select a question designed to
help them think about their work process and the skills that they have
acquired or need to develop. As in the My Readings area, students may
choose from pre-set questions or students/teachers may add their own
questions. Multiple questions may be selected. Reflections may be typed
or written/drawn and scanned in.

" 116
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My Presentations

At key points during the school year such as at the end of a term or cycle,

students should be encouraged to select their most important pieces

and send these to their Presentations folder. This folder is a place where

student work can accumulate over time as items stored here carry forward

to the next ePEARL level. Everything is copied over with the artifact,

including goals, reflections and feedback, and items are organized in two

separate sections: Readings and Creations. Because a copy is transferred

over, students should be encouraged to clean up their main portfolio

environment and delete their original work so that they can start the next

school year (or cycle) with a clean portfolio.

Figure 10: The
My Presentations
environment

o 1
e -
My My Creations My F

Export
My Presentations o
Readings Creations
ﬂ} Junie B. Jones: First Grader 09/07/06 4\ Homeless Kittens 09/07/08
dﬂ Junie B. Jones: First Grader 12/15/06
@ Mini détective 04/18/07
ﬂ Waterfall 05/15/07

Exporting

Students can copy the entire contents of their Presentations folder by
saving all of their portfolio to the desktop using the Export function

(disk icon). Clicking on the disk icon sends the portfolio to the desktop

as a zipped (compressed) HTML file, which can then be unzipped, and
burned to a CD or saved to a USB drive, so students can take their port-
folio home with them! This process is designed to allow students to keep
their portfolio as long as they want, and it is saved in a standard HTML
format for easy viewing with a browser at home. Exporting is easy to do as
the software guides the user through this process.

.
L) .
" o
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Parental Feedback

Parents may provide feedback by clicking on “Parent Mode” on the
banner. All of their child’s work will be in view-only mode; however, the
Parent Feedback boxes will be active.

Figure 11: The link to

Parent MOdC Jackie's Portfolio * Frangais | LTK | ABRA | Quit%

TIP:

Teachers should
encourage parents
to add comments
throughout the year,
and to date each
individual comment
separately. The
software will assign
a date for the most
recent addition

only. A parent guide
is available on the
teacher resources
page. Teachers can My Feedback
post this on your class
webpage or make
copies for your parent

Teachers and Peers can also leave feedback for the student. It is important
to remind students to always leave positive and constructive feedback for

night their peers.
General Feedback
@ Teacher Feedback & @ Peer Feedback & @ Parent Feedback @
Fig ure 1 2: The llnk to G. Springfield: Edit Feedback @ Parent: updated 11/01/12
;’:"‘"" ;Nl”ute @ (E=l This is going to be a great way for you
member to enter a General Goal for
My Feedback the year. :G::o:me a better reader!
Fa
Save

S g
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Level 2

ePEARL is designed to support self-regulated learning. This cyclical pro-
cess promotes planning, doing and reflecting, with specific sub-processes
under each of these. Self-regulated learning encourages students to be
responsible for their own learning and make guided choices about what
they need to work on.

[ L ] Figure 13: The process
description of self-regulated
goals learning in ePEARL
strategies
motivation

This guide will go into greater detail about this process as it takes place
in the portfolio later in this section.

The Portfolio Environment

In Level 2, ePEARL offers a more sophisticated portfolio space. Here,
students can personalize their home page, add and edit general goals,
create new work (referred to as Artifacts) and present work once it is
completed. When users access the software, they are brought to the
home page of their portfolio. Here, they are able to store artifacts that
have been created outside of the software or create new ones directly in
the portfolio by clicking on “Artifacts.” Once students are in the artifacts
index, clicking on “add new artifact” will bring them to the Learning
Process pages. In this environment, students may be guided through
each step of planning, doing and reflecting as they work.

Figure 14: Storing

Home = Arfacts | Share @ Pesonalze | | ParentMode artifacts in Levels 2

.
L) .
" o
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Electronic Portfolio Encouraging
Active Reflective Learning

Personalizing the Portfolio

In Level 2, students are able to personalize their portfolios using the
“Personalize” option found on the bar just below the banner.

Figure 15: A student’s
portfolio

@

Banner Home Artifacts Presentations Personalize
Welcome to my portfolio!
Welcome message
My name is Megan and | am in Cycle 3 at Elizabeth Ballantyne School in
Montreal West. | love all animals, especially dogs and cats. Thisis a
icture of me with my new labrador puppy named Rosie.
|mage - pi Y PUPRY

My teacher’s name is Ms McConnell and she is a great teacher! | have had
her for two years because | am in year two of my cycle. We have a great
class! This is the very first year that we have worked on e-portfolios and
so far | love it!

I am very proud of my portfolio because | think that it shows what |
have learned so far this year in many of most of my subjects. We have
spent a lot of time learning how to write different types of stories, so |
have included a couple of samples of my stories. And there is also work
from Science, Music, Art and -

We have also done a lot of class presentations so | have used ePEARL to
work on some drafts of these and | recorded myself for practice. | saved
many of these in my portfolio because | worked hard on them and |
think this shows!

Let me know what you think and come back again. : )
To Do List ]
Get library membership &K
Finish writing my general goals. & %
math FE

Welcome Screen

A welcome message may be added using the text editor, an image may be

uploaded and used as a banner, and an image can be displayed next to the
welcome message. A To Do List is also available to help students organize
their activities and plan their time.

Themes

Banners: To further personalize their ePEARL, students can create their
own banners to appear across the top of the screen. ePEARL has a gallery
of banners to chose from, but students can also upload static images or
text (in JPEG, GIF or PNG file formats) or even simple animated text (in
the form of animated GIF files). Banners should be approximately 760x75
pixels and 72 dpi. Several programs students can use to create banners,
and free websites where banners can be created or downloaded are listed
in the Frequently Asked Questions section.



Figure 16: Portfolio
personalization options

TIP:

Teachers may
request that their
students assign one
specific colour as
“ready for feedback.”
This will help flag
those items that are
new and have not
yet been reviewed
by the teacher.

Figure 17: Colour
personalization options

Select Theme @
~ ]
0
Panda (no Carto;m Jurassic
banner)
g4 5] -
v
W ﬂ' i A{‘ﬂs
Critter Beach Grandma's house Space
-
Fence Desert Clouds Blue

Themes: Students may select one of 16 background themes.

Colour Tags

Students may designate four colour tags. These can be used to help flag
items (e.g. In Progress, Completed, Responded to Feedback). The software
assigns the fifth code, “My Favourite”. Artifacts can be sorted by colour

tag.
My Account

Password: If a teacher’s class logs in to ePEARL directly through the
software, in level students may change the password that has been
assigned to them by the system under the My Account tab. If the class ac-
cesses ePEARL through the school’s portal, it is not possible for students
to change their ePEARL passwords.

Nickname: Students can also choose to use a nickname rather than the
given username to identify their ePEARL. This is useful when there is
more than one student with the same name in a class, or if a student uses
a different name than his or her given name. A nickname may be used on
the Access page instead of the User ID.

o el Er e —
Welcome Screen Themes

e ——

ColourTags My Account

Portfolio Colour Tag Names ©
@ Completed
In Progress
Provide Feedback

]
L]
@ Group Work
W Favourites

Reset to Default Colour Tags

Save Cancel

o
%ot
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Adding New Artifacts

An entry in the portfolio is called an artifact. To add a new entry, stu-
dents must click on the plus icon. Each entry in the portfolio is entered
into a page. Students are required to provide a title for the entry and
select a folder to save it in. These can be modified later, but this will
encourage students to organize their work. All other fields are optional

and may be used only if the teacher or student decides to do so.

EIE3

(7] sharing &

refiections.

planning doing i
{‘ ‘curiculum
reflecting

Reflections (X

+ Looking back wil help you see ways to improve next fme.
‘+ Think about your plan and how you followed .

+ Thirk about yaur goals and how you met ther.

+ Next Sme. you wil do even better!

What the World Needed (v1)

Task Goals ;G—FAI

Task Goals
Text

1 would like to focus my stary {and my product) en children. I want to think of a product
that would be something I could use. This way the story will be easier to write. 1 also
want ko make sure that my readers notice that my product really does/did work, then
the story will seem more real. I also want to leam how to design a good ad because this
is something I have never done before.

Strategies

strategies
Text
I thought about some of my weaknesses and what sort of product would be useful for

me (and other children). 12m alsa gaing to pay attention to ads in magazines sa that [
«can get an idea of which ads I like and which ones I don't.

e &« 0

Reflections: Think about your goals. Have you met them? What would you do to
improve your work?

212 &)° (=

Learning Process

planning doing

R s @

Each entry page of your portfolio will guide
you with some tips to help you successfully
learn.

You will go through 3 sections: Planning,
Doing and Reflecting.
You should always start by PLANNING!

Ready? Let's start!

LEVEL 2 \EF AKL

Electronic Portfo
Active Reflective

Figure 18: The

Learning Process

The Learning Process

4
\s
)

planning aei ~im Goals
i doing g
“"—-—-/_ =5 “l-gnll  what you want fa da.
Jeflecting strategies Se e e TS
- e

What the World Needed (v1)

General Goals: Check the boxes of the general goals that relate to your task goals.
© /et goes

() Far my Christmas Holidays 1 want ta wark more an my paetry.

) This year my w.u umnn hWﬂSdenquullmqe 1 the Story Teling contest. | mate the top

Sen last year and I think I can da it f aregare. The resson why | want ta do this is
tecause 1 wi |||u=.;pmwfu h\ghs:hw\ ana ik i ey Mpmegﬂ mhm\hmlmmbww
S0 Lam going to have i wark reslly my saeliin shils.

. by bmarnirg haw to better take

18 resliy like to concentrate on impraving my time management skils. | think et | leave
L T T e s

e that s
Pt et e sm.m o il e e 1 am Inakiry for high schatis next year.

Task Goals: Here, write your goal(s) or mission for this task.

Task Goals @

(2" (21

Text

B 7 oU|E I e | Fort. iy A
B EE®| |2 A &

T'would like to focus my story (and my product) on children. T want to think of a
product that would be semething T could use. This way the story will be easier to write.
I also want to make sure that my readers notice that my product really does/did work,
then the story will seem more real. I also want to learn how to design a good ad
because this is something I have never done before.

In order to support students as they complete their work and to help them
learn more about self-regulation, ePEARL has a Learning Process feature
that guides them through the creation of an artifact. This feature supports
students by walking them through the Planning-Doing-Reflecting cycle.
Students are presented with small chunks of manageable tasks as well as
detailed instruction about the tasks at hand.

.
)
ot
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TIP:

When making changes
in text boxes, teachers
should make sure to
add to previous text
rather than overwrite
it unless they wish to
delete that text.

Figure 19: Motivation
and prediction

Figure 20: Multiple page
view icon

Figure 21: One page icon

The Learning Process emphasizes the planning and reflection stages, and
incorporates motivation as well as self-prediction of achievement and
degree of difficulty (see Figure 19). Bringing these aspects to the attention
of students helps them realize how much they need to invest in the task at
hand. These predictions can also be used as points to reflect on when the
work is completed to see whether they were accurate. Why or why not?

Is there a pattern to the predictions? These reflections can help students
become more aware of themselves as learners.

Work that is created using the Learning Process can be saved and contin-
ued at a later date. Clicking on the multiple page icon allows students to
systematically work their way through the Learning Process one step at

Qﬁ] il & Motivation (%I
planning doing description + Knowing your strengths and weaknesses will help you
goals make better plans.
reflecting « Take a minute to really think about these questions.

strategies « Now you have your plan - It will be your map to good

The BFG by Ronald Dahl (v2)

Motivation: choose the picture that best describes what you think
How well do I think I will do on this task?

('ﬁ (‘ﬁ Lgd

‘How hard will this be for me?

W - W
nL.0

How much do I want to do this?
b ’
e
Ly ﬂ ek C Nkzd

B

a time, while clicking on the one-page icon displays the entire Learning
Process on a single page for quick additions or changes without going
through many screens. Students can easily switch between these two ways
of viewing their work at any time.

%ot
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Adding Content

Toolbar

As a means to encourage the display of learning using multimedia. The
toolbar provides the opportunity for multiple forms of content develop-
ment. Each icon may be used an unlimited number of times.

Figure 22: Text editor
and audio recorder
selected

TIP:

If students wish to
record and add a
longer segment,

they may do so by
recording into generic
audio software and
then uploading this
audio file to their
artifact as an attached
file.

TIP:

Headphones should be
used if several students
are recording at once.

I U |

Text Editor

Students may write stories directly in the text editor, which introduces
them to basic word processing commands. Depending on which web
browser being used, a spell check function may be available. For example,
when using Mozilla’s Firefox, words spelled incorrectly will be underlined
in red.

Audio Recordings

The recorder allows students to attach audio snippets to their artifacts.
The maximum length of the recording is determined by the LTK ad-
ministrator. Note that lengthy recordings will take a long time to save
and load. In Level 1, this means that students can record samples of their
reading, but recording an entire story is not recommended. In Level 2
recordings may be any oral material that the student wishes to record.
These may include segments of oral presentations or music recordings, as
well as reading samples.

File Attachments and Web URLs

Work created outside of ePEARL may be attached. Students can enter
hyperlinks to podcasts, websites or blogs.
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Reflections

Reflections may be added using the Toolbar, Rubrics and/or Learning
Logs.

Rubrics

Rubrics may be used to itemize the various learning outcomes associated
with a particular activity. ePEARL provides a place to link rubrics as
external documents. A template for rubrics is available on the Teacher
Resource page.

@: goals, connections, description, reflections, motivation, feedback, curriculum

Figure 19: Change the
display by choosing
another section

Task Goals updated 10/06/09
| would like to concentrate on reading with lots of expression! This way when | read out loud it will
'[]leﬁll[xl to It]e 'SIEI'IEI'S

Learning Logs

Learning logs created outside of ePEARL can also be linked to an artifact.
Logs can be used to track the strategies students use to attain their goals.
For example, tally sheets can be designed to track amount of time spent
studying, participating in group work, practicing reading, etc.

Focus

One feature that is designed to scaffold students is the Focus arrow, which
hides all other sections when it is clicked. When editing an artifact using
a one-page display, some section headings have small red arrows beside
them. For example, the Content section has a focus arrow.

P

Focus | a

button| onTe Figure 20: The focus
o o ® ® button

=

When clicked, all ePEARL sections will be hidden except for the Content
section and the goals set for this entry. This will help students focus on
writing the content while keeping the goals in mind.

The top part of the Focus page displays the active section, while the
botom part displays the task goals and strategies (if any have been en-
tered). The section that is focusing on at the bottom of the page can be
changed by clicking on any of the other ePEARL sections in the list above
the current selection. This provides a good starting point for completing
the task, while still maintaining sufficient flexibility to accommodate indi-
vidual student and teacher practices.

L) .
o

'r125



Figure 21: The Edit icon

LEVEL 2

Viewing and Editing Items

In View mode, the entry is in a read-only format. From this screen, the
student can:

* share the entry with others,

e delete it from ePEARL,

e choose to edit it,

e or send it to the Presentations folder.

If the student wishes to print out a copy, a printer-friendly version can also
be accessed from this screen.

The only active fields on this screen are the Peer and Teacher Feedback
boxes, each of which can be edited only by the respective user. For exam-
ple, teachers will be able to write only in the Teacher Feedback box (when
viewing from the Teacher environment), and peers will be able to write
only in the Peer Feedback box (if the item has been shared with that peer).

To edit the entry, students can click on the Edit button to activate the
fields on the artifact screen. Students can also access the Edit screen
directly from the artifacts index page by clicking on the Edit icon beside
any artifact in the list.

In Edit mode, the features and fields that are available for each entry are
activated. Only fields and features that are filled out in Edit mode will ap-
pear in View mode. Notice that the top navigation bar disappears in the
Edit mode. This is to encourage students to focus on their current entry
before navigating away to other areas of ePEARL.

Figure 22: View mode Edit mode
%] -13]
The BFG by Ronald Dahl (v2) Title* @
Folder Languages The BFG by Ronald Dahl
Colour Code My Favourite %
Pt B —
Colour Code @ Code: My Favourite R4
Date @ August  v|| 23 ;I-zcosll

Task Description

‘Task Deseription
1 have attached a reading of one of my favourite passages from this book. | have also scanned a picture that |
drew of the BFG.

Rubric
Rubric.doc : view, download

Goals

‘Task Goals Updated 10/06/0
1 would ik to concentrate on reading with lots of expression! This way when | read out loud it will be more.
interesting to the listeners.

Strategies updated 10/06/09
1 think that | am going to have to read slower. | always try to read as fast as | can but this makes it hard to
read with some emotion.

© Teacher Springfield: updsted 03/22/07
This sounds Ik Someimes | think you

ISIS-21 Project @ o |

Task Description
Task Description ©

1 have attached a reading of one of my favourite passages from this book. I have also scanned a picture
that I drew of the BFG.

Criteria ©

Rubric @
Rubric.doc : view, download, delete.

General Goal Connections

@ aadjedt gonls

T This year, | would like to become a more environmentally conscious person, by leaming how to better
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Storage

Each student has been assigned a certain amount of storage space in
ePEARL, which is determined at the school board (or district/division)
level by the software’s administrator. A meter reflecting the amount of
storage space used appears at the top of the page. Students will not be able
to add new artifacts once the meter is full.

[—F—T—7—1 ' Francais | LTK | ABRA | Logout +

e

Parent Mode

Personalize

All Artifacts aivears @

All Years hd

Mathematics, ...

Career Develo... Languages

o
oo |

% | Add Now Artifact

Deve. Social Sciences Faolder 7 Folder 8

23] Printable Version | Delete Arifacts || To Presentation ¥

Storage meter

Figure 23: Level 2
portfolio

= Tite | Folder | Date | Goal | Reflection | Comments 1T B
[T ePEARTArtifastem — T
& ALittle Princess vi o7/05/07 | ® .
O7/0507 - TS

03/2307

OZ/ANINE B

Amazing Grace v1
[} ap Inten

~

| %) [ A Little Princess v2
°
e

b OO0

awith Karla H. s al

Sorting Items on the Index Page

Items are sorted alphabetically by default. Any column heading can be
clicked to sort items accordingly. For example, artifacts may be organized
by colour code by clicking on that column heading. Date sorting is in
reverse chronological order so that the most recently added items appear
at the top of the list.

Sharing in ePEARL

Individual artifacts, the contents of a folder or the entire portfolio can be
shared with classmates in the same class, in another class, or in another
school using the Share feature. The software automatically shares students’
portfolios with the homeroom teacher.

A Little Princess (v2)

Folder Languages
Colour Code My Favourite ¥
Date 07/05/07

ot
%ot
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Column headings

TIP:

An individual artifact
can also be shared
when viewing the
item by clicking on the
Share button.

Figure 24: The Share

icon



Figure 25: The Sharing

environment

Figure 26: Access to
external students shared
portfolios

o)
LEVEL 2
feas

Electr

Peer Feedback

Students are encouraged to provide feedback to their peers and to consider
feedback given to them. This can be done in ePEARL through the Share
feature, which can be accessed from the menu bar just below the ban-

ner. This allows students to select what they want to share—their entire
portfolio, individual folders or specific entries—and with whom.

Home Artifact: _I ‘ersonalize

My Shares Shared With Me
s Y ke to Share?

Share my entire Portfolio_¥|

Who Would I Like to Share With?
iClass: Ms Wade's homeroom 1||| Share with the whole classll‘ | Share |

How to Access Someone Else’s ePEARL: Peers who have been granted
access to another student’s portfolio must enter that portfolio through the
Share feature. Click on the tab labeled “Shared With Me” to see a list of

the folders or entries that other students have chosen to share.

Share My Shares Shared With Me

Shared Portfolios:

Einat Idan \-a Portfolio: Entire Porifolio shared
George Springfield \-a Portfolio: Entire Portfolio shared
Vanitha Pillay \-u Portfolio: 2 artifacts shared

Clicking on any portfolio in the list will open a new window displaying
the shared parts of that portfolio. Peer Feedback boxes will become edit-
able (active) in the appropriate places. Peers are not able to edit or upload
anything to another student’s ePEARL. Peers can see other peer, teacher,
parent comments made on the shared item.

Each peer has access only to previous comments he or she has made.
They cannot edit other peer comments. A name and date is automatically

stamped above all peer feedback.



How to Stop Sharing With a Peer: When students want to stop sharing
an item with a peer, they can simply click on the My Shared Artifacts tab

(* ]
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and unshare the desired items by clicking on the red x” (see Figure 34,
below).

Home Artifacts Share Personalize

Share My Shares Shared With Me

hargd with classes:

: Ms McConnell's Homeroom (Elizabeth Ballantyne) has access to Folder: Languages

with students:

liec Brown (Elizabeth Ballantyne) has access to Artifact: A Little Princess
t Idan has access to Entire Portfolio

t Idan has access to Folder: Languages

ie Smith has access to Artifact: French Spelling Bee

Brown (Elizabeth Ballantyne) has access to Entire Portfolio

itha Pillay has access to Artifact: Marie Antoinette (1755-1793)

ork with students:

Brown (Elizabeth Ballantyne) has access to Artifact: Crocodilians and Other Reptiles
itha Pillay has access to Artifact: Colourful Carnations
itha Pillay has access to Artifact: Health and Well-being Word Find

: Ms McConnell's Homeroom (Elizabeth Ballantyne) has access to Artifact: Colourful Carnations

Parent Mode

Home  Aifacts Share Personalize

| LTK Manage

Resources

Share ||| My Shares ||| Student Portfolios ||

Allow Sharing Between Classes

My Class: Seleet Class

5|

jl Select Class

Another Class: School: Bancroft

il

Inter-Class Sharing

ot
%ot
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Figure 27: Removing
shared access

TIP:

Students may share
their work within
classes in the same
school or within
schools in the same
board (or district/
division). Teachers
must first link

their class to the
appropriate classes
in order for sharing
to be activated

in the students’
environment.

Figure 28: Teacher
Portfolio: Interclass
sharing



Figure 29: Accessing the

Parent Mode

TIP:

Teachers should instruct
their students to copy
artifacts over to their
Presentations folder at
the end of a school year
or cycle and then delete
the original artifacts
from the portfolio

using the global delete
command on the Index
Page. They will then
start a new school year
or cycle with a blank
slate, having saved their
most important items to
the Presentations folder.
This will minimize

the amount of space
required for the storage
of student portfolios.

Figure 30: The
Presentation folder

9
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Parent Mode

Students are encouraged to share their portfolios with their parents.
Parents do not have separate passwords; they must access the portfolio
with their child. Clicking on “Parent Mode” at the right of the bar just
below the banner activates the Parent Comments boxes on the Welcome
screen as well as within each individual portfolio entry.

Home Artifacts Share Personalize

=)

This also deactivates other features, such as editing capabilities. The ratio-
nale is that the purpose of parents navigating through the portfolio with
their child is to comment on completed work and achievements. There is
no need for the work to be editable while they do this.

The Presentations Folder: Archiving
in Level 2

At the end of a term, school year or cycle, students should be asked to
select those artifacts that best reflect their learning and send these to their
Presentations folder. The Presentations folder is a cumulative storage place
for artifacts organized by ePEARL level and by year. An artifact stored
from any level will remain in this folder so, in theory, a student may store
readings and creations from Level 1 and artifacts from Levels 2 and 3 and
have an archive of their entire K-11/12 educational experience.

Home Artifacts Share Personalize Parent Mode
Presentations aivesrs @
All Artifacts Arts Career Develo... Languages Mathematics, ...
| Personal Deve... Social Sciences Folder 7 Folder 8
(i) Export ® |2 Printable Version | Delete Arﬁfﬁ
= | Title Folder | Date | Goal | Reflection | Comments I| vl
ePEARL Artifacts
¥ | | A Little Princess v2 07/0507 | @ TS =]
L] E An Interview with Karla Homolka v1 07730406 =
] E Crocodilians and Other Reptiles w1 08/01/06 . L] O
% | [1] Marie Antoinette (1755-1793) v2 1/08/06 | ® . TSP =]
# | L] The BFG by Ronald Dahl vi 10/10/06 . . TSP =]
@ | ] what the World Needed v1 07/05/07 . . =]
@ | [ what the World Needed v2 07/05/07 . . TS =]
Level 1
Readings Date Creations Date
[@Holes 09/02/06 -- The Life of a Princess 0%/02/08
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Sending to Presentations: Selecting
and Reflecting

When an artifact has been shared and revised several times based on
teacher and peer comments and is finally completed, a student may
choose to send it to the Presentations folder. At this stage, students are
encouraged to reflect on why they made this selection. Many teachers
chose to engage in this selection process before a portfolio night, at the
end of a term, and at the end of the school year.

Figure 31: Present an
artifact icon

In ePEARL, when students click on the present icon, a new screen
prompts them to think about the different reasons why they have selected
this piece for the Presentations folder, and provides the option of adding
further comments.

Edit Title @ *
The BFG by Ronald Dahl

Figure 32: Reflection on
Parts Completed: why this artifact has been

Goals V7 Content 9% Reflection V7 coc V7 chosen

I am selecting this work because...

R .e.0. 9 180

I did Iworked Ilearned it meets it meets other
a good job hard alot fun my goals the criteria

Comment about your selection

%ot
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Figure 33: The
Planning phase

Figure 34: Storing
artifacts in Levels 3

ERxs.
Level 3

ePEARL is designed to support self-regulated learning. This cyclical pro-
cess promotes planning, doing and reflecting, with specific sub-processes
under each. Self-regulated learning encourages students to be responsible
for their own learning and make guided choices about what they need to

work on.
J Planning T L
Planning ® Colour Tag: Date Started:
EEEE
Task Description
o _— +
Criteria Task Description @ %
Goals
e +
Schedule Criteria @ %. @
One Stop Motivation

This guide will go into greater detail about this process as it takes place
in the portfolio later in this section.

The Portfolio Environment

In Level 3, ePEARL offers a more mature portfolio space. Here, students
can personalize their home page, add and edit general goals, create new
work (referred to as artifacts) and archive work once it is completed.
When users access the software, they are brought to the Home Page of
their portfolio. Here, they are able to edit their General Goals, and view
General Feedback posted by peers, teachers and parents. They can store
artifacts that have been created outside of the software or create new ones
directly in the portfolio by clicking on “Artifacts.” Once students are

in the artifacts index, clicking on “add new artifact” will bring them to
the Learning Process page. In this environment, students may be guided
through each step of planning, doing and reflecting as they work.

Home m POP Share Files Overview Personalize
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Personalizing the Portfolio

In Level 3, students are encouraged to take creative ownership over their
portfolios using the “Personalize” option found on the bar just below the
banner.

Banner Figure 35: A Level 3
student’s portfolio
Van's ePEARL Notifications
Image ks e Pl oy .3 : Notifications

professional portfolio, which will outline my strengths

and weaknesses and what | need to work on most. 4%‘ Stowe ed

2 stowe has
W09 125635 xDelete

3 Stows posted on feedbadk.
010.00.08 0t * Dalota

Welcome message

General Feedback ® <| > + General Goals @ + To Do List @ +
Beply
Your portfolio is impressive Communicates Updated Lo711/2012 B X Work further on my General Goals B x
appropriately
# Finalize calendar of activities for this e x
Bobiy ! year
Cooperates with others upsates Loy1/z012 B X
Reply Science experiment due next week e x
¥ You have already done so much, Achieves his/her Updated 1op11/2012 B X Organize car wash e x
maybe you can show me a couple of potential
things
realtee

Uses information and  upsates Loy11/z012 B X

Repi communication

Great start... I think it would also be technology
good that you think about your
_r long-term outcomes and what you Adopts effective work  upsates 1ravz0iz B2 X
hope to discover about yourselft methods
E Uses creativity upaated Lor1yzo1z B X

Welcome Screen

A welcome message may be added using the text editor, an image may be

uploaded and used as a banner, and an image can be displayed next to the
welcome message. A To Do List is also available to help students organize
their activities and plan their time.

General Feedback

The general feedback area is designed to encourage teachers, peers and
parents to write feedback to the student about their portfolio in general.
Teachers can use this feature to guide students here about their General

Goals.

General Goals

These are goals that the student sets for a term or an entire school year,
they can be related to individual subject areas or cross curricular compt-
encies for example.

'r 133



Figure 36: Portfolio
personalization
options

Home Artifacts POP Share Files Overview [EEIECUEIFS Parent Mode
Profile Picture Home Page Message ©
IS FontSe FomtFr A v
2 I €
‘Welcome to my online Portfolio! This year I am in Sec 3 at Rosemere High School and I will start building a professional portfolio, which
will outline my strengths and weaknesses and what I need to work on most.
1 will use ePEARL to create artifacts that show how I learn and hopefully orient me towards better success and goals.
Change Image
Save
Nickname Banner Notifications
Username: cs3 # New shared work
Nickname: Change  New teacher feedback
| (# New peer feedback
cat
Theme # New parent feedback
)
Save 0 Default e ?:w :’a:es & Post comment
O Black W sharedie
Password O Pink
O Red Colour Tags
Old Password: O Jurassic
@® P |
[ | ersena [ [completed |
Enter a new password (twice): Upload your own image . ‘ In Progress |
| | [l [Frovide Feedback |
| | [ [Group work ]
Save & [Favourites ]
Reset to Default Colour Tags Save

Banners

To further personalize their ePEARL, students can create their own
banners to appear across the top of the screen. ePEARL has a gallery of
banners to chose from, but students can also upload static images or text
(in JPEG, GIF or PNG file formats) or even simple animated text (in the
form of animated GIF files). Banners should be approximately 760x75
pixels and 72 dpi. Several programs students can use to create banners,
and free websites where banners can be created or downloaded are listed
in the Frequently Asked Questions section.

Themes

Students may select one of 6 background themes. The Personal theme al-
lows the student to select a personalize image and tile it as the background

to their portfolio.

Colour Tags

Students may designate four colour tags. These can be used to help flag
items (e.g. In Progress, Completed, Responded to Feedback). The
software assigns the fifth code, “My Favourite”. Artifacts can be sorted
by colour tag,.
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Notifications

Students may select what appears as a notification on their Home Page by
checking any of the 6 options. This feature can alert them to newly posted
teacher feedback, for example.

MNotifications

[ New shared work

[ New teacher feedback

M MNew peer feedback

# MNew parent feedback

[ New Motes & Post comment
[ Shared file

Figure 37: Personalization
options

Colour Tags

. |Cﬂmpleted
. |In Progress

|
|
. | Provide Feedback |
|
|

. |Crnup Wark

» | Favourites

Reset to Default Colour Tags Save

My Account

Password: In level 3 students may change the password that has been
assigned to them by the system under the My Account tab. If a teacher’s
class logs in to ePEARL directly through the LTK login page. If the
class accesses ePEARL through the school’s portal, it is not possible for
students to change their ePEARL passwords.

Nickname: Students can also choose to use a nickname rather than the
given username to identify their ePEARL. This is useful when there is
more than one student with the same name in a class, or if a student
uses a different name than his or her given name. The nickname may be
used to log in instead of the User ID.

. .
o
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TIP:

When making
changes in text
boxes, teachers
should make sure
to add to previous
text rather than
overwrite content
unless they wish to
delete that text.

Figure 38: New
Artifact page

Adding New Artifacts

An entry in the portfolio is called an artifact. To add a new entry, stu-
dents must click on Add New Artifact from the Artifacts Index page.
Each entry in the portfolio is entered into a page. Students are required
to provide a title for the entry and save it. These can be modified later, but
this will encourage students to organize their work.

All other fields are optional, but support the learning process, and so
should be considered carefully.

J Planning Add Tags  Save

Planning _
Tnle:lumled
feskbescption mlcim".“i Date Started: Dte Finished:
L Clear | Octobel $)011 32012 4] [ Ocrobe #0011 5212 %
Criteria hd et ot | et i |
Goals

+
Task Description @ %
Schedule

One Stop Motivation L +
Criteria © %, @

Goals @ ﬁ

Schedule ®

Month/Day/Year

- +
One Stop Motivation © & s Quesions
Hew metivated are you to do this task? How will you keep yourself metivated?

leas U ‘ | ‘ ‘ most
1

Planning

Task Destription
Criteria

Goals

Sthedule

COne Stap Motivation

Cther Lang iages

— 7
J Planning ][ AcdTegs Save  HeaVersin ~ Planning ]

Planning

Goals ©

Task Dexription

Criteria

Goals

=====

W Aoe<

(General Goels Connected Cooperates wehothe's

Schedule

One Stop Motivaron

ore Logue pre——

ean

2004

Supporting Task Goal .
e 3.

After exvoring througnly for a few days, | came up empty
ot handed.
80P

Auclc Recorder © Then, I red diferentsources, ardlookad online some Tase Goal Selected:
more Reszarth

@ have to understand each of the a erion beore | can

raally datemine ou I wl work toachieve tham

Q O i thiswork rlied to3ny ofyour ongter

1Tooao

wicat on technology

Adding New Artifacts to the Portfolio

Learning Process: In order to support students as they complete their
work and to help them learn more about self-regulation, ePEARL encour-
ages the Learning Process that guides them through the creation of an ar-
tifact. Students are presented with small chunks of manageable Planning,
Doing and Reflection tasks as well as detailed instruction about the task
at hand. Students can set task goals and subtask goals, use the toolbox to
link to general goals,and pull from their strategy bank.

The Learning Process emphasizes the planning and reflection stages, by
incorporating motivation as well as self-satisfaction of achievement and
lessons learned.

.
o
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Bringing these aspects to the attention of students helps them become
more aware of themselves as learners.. They realize how much they need
to invest in the current task and how best to focus their efforts. These
reflections can also be used as points to set goals for a following or up-

coming project.

Reflecting

AddTags | Save

New Version

Reflecting

Title: Marie-Antoinette (1775-1793)

One Stop Reflection
SR Satisfaction ©

Deeper Reflection east [ | fost
Cause

Satisfaction

Lessons Learned

Show all >>

System and Student Defined Tags

Tags are designed to help students improve their organizational skills , as
well as to categorize their workso that they may be easily retrieved. These
can be used to assign, cross-curricular competencies, subject areas, or a

Figure 39: Reflecting

tag created by the student. A user can add a tag at any time by clicking on

the Add Tags button within an artifact or by checking an artifact on the

Index page and clicking Add Tags.

» General Tags

¥ Broad Areas of Learning

O Citizenship & Community Life

) Environmental Awareness & Consumer Rights
0 Health & Well Being

O Media Literacy

O Personal & Career Planning

» Subjects
» Cross-Curricular Competencies

» My Tags

Enter a New Tag:

Done

Tags assigned to the artifact ca be seen from within the artifact on the
left-hand column. To see all artifacts within a particular tag or combina-
tion of tags, students can use the Filters checklist on the Index page

Filters @ View Archive  Add New Artifact

¥ Subjects @
O Sodial sciences (2)

¥ Cross-Curricular Competencies © Title

Add Tags

Date Comments

oetete | | arcnive [y B

Shared v/

[)To Use Information (2) P D

(T Be Creative (2)

() Te Use Information and
Communication Technology (2]

Untitled v1 L]

T s

01212 [

P

¥ Colour Tags (&

Marie-Antoinette (1775-1793) v1 e o
O M srouillon

101612 [ ]

O [ A reviser

Marie-Antoinette (1775-1793) v2 e o
0 [l Frogres

101812

O [ Final

Untitled v1
O W Favourites

02312

¥ Years ®

2012

ot
%ot
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Figure 40: Add New Tags

Figure 41: Filters



Figure 42: Toolbar-
Multimedia Content

TIP:

If students wish to
record and add a
longer segment,

they may do so by
recording into generic
audio software and
then uploading this
audio file to their
artifact as an attached
file.

TIP:

Headphones
should be used if
several students are
recording at once.

Adding Content

Toolbar

As a means to encourage the display of learning using multimedia, the
toolbar provides the opportunity for multiple forms of content develop-
ment. Each icon may be used an unlimited number of times.

Creating @
(1]

§ AD®

B 7 U |iS = fontsS~ Fontfe A~

mEE=E2| g &

Audio Recorder @

Presentation

Text Editor

Students may write essays directly in the text editor. Depending on which
web browser you are using, a spell check function may be available. For
example, when using Mozilla’s Firefox, words spelled incorrectly will be
underlined in red.

Audio Recordings

The recorder allows students to attach audio snippets to their artifacts.
The maximum length of the recording is determined by the LTK ad-
ministrator. Note that lengthy recordings will take a long time to save
and load. Recordings may be any oral material that the student wishes to
record. These may include segments of oral presentations or music record-
ings, as well as reading samples.

File Attachments

Work created outside of ePEARL may be attached. Any type of file is
accepted here, .doc, xls, .ppt, etc..., opening up the infinite possibilities of
materials that can be included in the portfolio.

Web URLs

Students can enter hyperlinks to podcasts, websites or blogs.

S 3g
i
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Toolbox

The Toolbox feature, which is designed to scaffold students’ learning,
scaffolds learning according to the theory of self-regulation. It appears
at the bottom of the screen at each of the three phases: Planning, Doing
and Reflecting. Depending on the phase the student is working on, the

toolbox includes different items that further support the SRL process.

Planning

The toolbox promotes better planning by featuring the following
scaffolds:

* General Goal Connections: Provides the opportunity for students
to link their Task goal(s) to their General goals(s). Helps students
understand how working on a specific task moves them closer to
achieving their larger objectives.

-

Figure 43: Toolbox
- Planning

— T
- B . — Strategy Bank
— General Goal Connections e
S —

—

_‘h'_ @ Is this work related to any of your long-term General Goalks?

Task Goal Selected: Communicates approepriately
Cooperates with othars
Achieves histher potential
Uses information and communication technelogy

A et nd ot iiem sssmels mensboadde

* Strategy Bank: Allows students to pull from a list of strategies they have
used and built over time.

Doing

Following and adjusting the plan is critical in the Doing phase. The toolbox
features the following scaffolds:

* My Plan: Helps students keep track of their goals and strategies and to
modify their plan as needed during the Doing phase.

*  Checklist: Allows students to check off which strategies they have used
and make quick notes about the effectiveness of each.

e — ——
— iy Plan = croceier ] Timer I Journal .7 Progress -k
@ Which strategies areymmm, iothe
) ™ Reread several times ¥ “ Consult writing guidelines ) ™ Review handouts fri
This is a strategy best used when | am writing | ' ™ Talk to sophomore
long essays

. .
o
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Figure 44: Toolbox
- Doing



* Timer: Helps students organize their time efficiently.

* Journal: Encourages student to keep track of their learning
behaviours.

Reflecting

Looking back at the process is as important as assessing achievements.

The toolbox provides the following scaffolds:

* Goals: Provides the opportunity for students to rate how close they
came to achieving their goals that, in turn, helped them work to-
wards their general goals.

* Criteria: Provides the opportunity for students to review the criteria
for the work, make sure they have met all of them, and will be evalu-
ated fairly.

e Strategies: Provides the opportunity for students to rate and review
their strategies, so that the next time they are doing a similar task
they can pull out the most effective and useful strategies.

/ \

— —_— " &
y Goals — Criteria

A\
@ Review and rate the strateg;’e::m'ed\

Talk to sophomore

e Figure 45: Toolbox
- Reflecting

Strategies

L)

\

least | st
Review handouts from session

least u | | st

Consult writing guidelines
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Figure 46: The File
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Cabinet

TIP:

Students can set their
notifications to alert

them when a new file
has been shared with

them

Figure 47: Overview

Files

Students can store a number of files of any kind in their file cabinet.
Students can easily retrieve files when working from home, even if the
document was started at school, simply by uploading the saved document
to their file cabinet. Files can be shared amongst students by clicking on
the icon and selecting who you would like to share it with. Shared files
will automatically appear in the student’s file cabinetThis can be quite
practical for peer editing! Teachers can also share files with students, such
as criteria rubrics, and assignment description.

Home Ariifacs POP Share 2§ Overview Personalize Parent Mode
Van's File Cabinet addFle| | Add Link (Fiename %)
My Files
Files Shared With Me PrioritiesVP_20120814.xlsx anagnotisisLogo.png
File Type: xlsc lausl | FileType: png
Links File Size: 5.582 KB File Size: 2135 KB

Date Created: 2012-09-26 11:01:51
Creator: Vanitha Pillay

Date Created: 2012-10-12 12:41:25
Creator: Vanitha Pillay

w File Type
X August 10 In-Service Week.dot e-
0 Audio e File Type: doc [iilq| PEARLstudenttraining 2011092
O Image File Size: 4352 KB 3.doc
[ Video Date Created: 2012-09-26 11:01:39 File Type: doc
0 Document Creator: Vanitha Pillay File Size: 1452 KB
Date Created: 2012-09-26 11:06:57
O Other Creator: Vanitha Pillay
Overview

An overview can be generated for two important SRL processes: Strategies
and General Goal Connections. The overview allows the student to see
how often he/she has used a strategy, rate its usefuless and make notes
about it. Furthermore, students can see how often they have linked to a
specific General Goal. This can help the student, as well as teh teacher to
assess which goals are being neglected, and work towards them.

Home Artifacts POP Share Files JefTLNEW

Personalize Parent Mode
Strategies <
Strategy Usage Rating Notes
Talk to sophomore . B ox
Review handouts from session . @ ox
Science experiment v3
somewhat helpful
Consult writing guidelines . 2 x
Science experiment v3
nevs quidelines
Anagnorisis Presentation v3
This is a strategy best used when |
am writing long essays

%
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Storage

Each student has been assigned a certain amount of storage space in
ePEARL, which is determined at the school board (or district/division)
level by the software’s administrator. A meter reflecting the amount of
storage space used appears at the top of the page. Students will not be
able to add new artifacts once the meter is full.

~

Vans partiolis oy Storage meter
@-\ |
Home QNdclad] POP Share Files Overview Personalize
Filters ® View Archive  Add New Artifact Add Tags  Delete  Archive m F- 48 L
igure 48: Level 3
(and ) g portfolio
P Broad Areas of Leamning @ Title Progress Date Comments  Shared ¥
¥ Subjects @ Q o R = = P) - Column headlngs
[ Career Development (1)
(Lenguages (1) Il Anagnorisis Presentation v1 LI ] 08/3012 L] =]
Qeor (1)
[ Sedial Sciences (2)
[Sciences (1) . .
Anagnorisis Presentation v2 L ) 08/30/12 o @ @ [ ] o
P Cross-Curricular Competencies &
w My Tags @
[l Anagnorisis Presentation v3 e e @ 0830112 e e o L] =]
(] Anagnorisis (2)
DGroup (1}

TIP:
Sorting and Filtering Items on the o vidual artifact

Index Page can also be shared
. . . while creating the
Items can be sorted on the Index page, either alphabetically by clicking on  itam in Doin g.

the Title column heading or chronologically by clicking on the Date col-
umn. By checking any of the items and selecting ‘and’ or ‘or’ in the Filters
sidebar, students can search the contents of their portfolio using Boolean
logic. For example students can search for artifacts that fall under ‘POP’
and “To be creative’, or under “To work with others’ or ‘Group’, which will
yield different search results.

Sharing in ePEARL

Individual artifacts or the entire portfolio can be shared with classmates in
the same class, in another class, or in another school using the Share tab.
The software automatically shares students’ portfolios with the homeroom

Van's Shares Shared With Me  Unshare
Ask your peers for feedback on what
L Title Shared With Shared on
L‘ﬁ My Entire Portfolio [ 3 Stowe 2012-09-26 14:11:28 Flgure 49 Sharmg
[ Class: ePEARL Workshop 2012-09-28 12:58:58
+5hare
Buidling Citizenship [ Class : ePEARL Workshep 2012-09-28 13:33:31
. Science experiment [ Class : ePEARL Workshop 2012-09-28 14:19:38
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Peer Feedback

Students are encouraged to provide feedback to their peers and to consider
feedback given to them. This can be done in ePEARL through the Share
tab, which can be accessed from the menu bar just below the banner. This
allows students to select what they want to share—their entire portfolio or
specific entries, depending on how they acess Share —and with whom.

Figure 50 ThC Sharing Home Artifacts PP EW Files Overview Personalize

environment < Share © ) Shared With Me  Unshare

Ask your peers for feedback on what

LML Title Shared With Shared on
1 My Entire Portfolio +Share
L I ) Megan Wade 2010-01-11 20:32:41

B Achristimas Tree O Megan Wade 2011-12-13 12:01:36

I Group Work to chek [ Einat Idan 2009-12-11 12:13:16

How to Access Someone Else’s ePEARL: Peers who have been granted
access to another student’s portfolio must enter that portfolio through the

Share feature. Click on the button labeled “Shared With Me” to see a list
of the entries that other students have chosen to share.

Figure 51: Access to Home Artifacts POP PN} Files Overview Personalize
external students shared

. Share @ My Shares
portfolios

Bsk your peers for feedback on what
ou have sa far.

Andrea Cooperberg ® Entire
Portfolio
Ann-Louise Davidson 2 1 Artifac
TIP: George Sorinafield @ Entire |
Students can set Clicking on any portfolio in the list will open a new window displaying

their notifications to only the shared parts of that portfolio. General Feedback on the home
laertthemwhena  page and Peer Feedback boxes will become editable (active) in the ap-

peer has shared new propriate places. Peers are not able to edit or upload anything to another
work with them student’s ePEARL.

Each peer has access only to previous comments he or she has made. They
cannot edit other peers, teacher or parent comments. A name and date is
automatically stamped above all peer feedback.

ot
%ot

'! 143



How to Stop Sharing With a Peer: When students want to stop shar-
ing an item with a peer, they simply check the person’s name on the My

Shares page and click the unshare button.

Home Artifacts POP ELEIG

Files

Overview Personalize

A Christmas Tree

A Christmas Tree

A Christmas Tree

Marie-Antoinette (1755-1793)

0 Julgen Pierre
) Nejv Student2

) Ngw Student3

1 Npw Student4

2010-02-15 13:55:13

2011-12-20 10:37:35

2011-12-13 11:56:27

Share @ Shared With Me  Unshare

Ask your peers for feedback on what

PETELDMET: Title ﬁed With Shared on
¥  oral !@1 b‘ gan Wade 2010-01-11 20:32:41
. A Christmas Tree ) Migan Wade 2011-12-13 12:01:36
I Group Work to chek o Eingt Idan 2009-12-1112:13:16
B AChristmas Tree () Eingt Idan 2011-12-13 12:01:31
I Group Work to chek @ Alekis Smirnoff 2009-12-11 12:13:26
[ Group Work to chek O Jacjie Smith 2010-01-11 19:15:29
®  Marie-Antoinette (1755-1793) O Carfy Harrisen 2011-08-22 11:19:04.
B A christmas Tree O Nink Dinucci 2011-12-13 11:56:32
& Marie-Antoinette (1755-1793) ] Anfrea Cooperberg 2010-02-15 13:55:07
v
|
|
.

2011-12-20 10:37:47

Inter-class Sharing: Students may share their work within classes in the
same school or within schools in the same board (or district/division).
Teachers, in their own portfolios, must first link their class to the ap-
propriate classes and allow inter-classsharing, in order for sharing to be

activated in the students’ environment.

gStarted i LTK Demo - Login 1

dit View History Bookmarks Window Help

LTK Public - Login

Shared With Me

B Lz-Videos

)

Overview Personalize

Unshare

B LTK Help Content

© Windows Live Hotrm. 1

Title m

LTK Test - Login

5 M4 S @Do2:50:06 MW D)

& Gmail

Shared on

Vanitha's Portfolio
o=
(ERare
Home Artifacts POP BELELCY Files
Share @
I
[==]
»
[ |
[ |
[ |
[ |
[ |
»
[ |
»
»

My Entire Portfolio

oral
A Christmas Tree

Group Work to chek

A Christmas Tree

Group Work te chek

Group Work te chek
Marie-Antoinette (1755-1793)
A Christmas Tree
Marie-Antoinette (1755-1793)

Marie-Anteinette (1755-1793)

+Share

¥ Select Class )

Ms Wade's hameroom
Mr. Springfield's hameroom

Homeroom
dnd

Homeroom_001
University 101~ Fallog

O Einat Idan

() Alexis Smirnoff

0 Jackie Smith

) Carly Harrison

O Nina Dinucci

) Andrea Cooperberg

) Julien Pierre

2010-01-11 20:32:41

2011-12-13 12:01:36

2009-12-11 12:13:16

2011-12-13 12:01:31

2009-12-11 12:13:26

2010-01-11 19:15:29

2011-08-22 11:19:04,

2011-12-13 11:56:32 £

2010-02-15 13:55:07

2010-02-15 13:55:13

LEVEL3 \EF@\,AKL
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Figure 52: Removing
shared access

Figure 53: Interclass
sharing
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Figure 54: The link
to Parent Mode

Figure 55: Accessing
the Archive

Figure 56: Archive

Parent Mode

Students are encouraged to share their portfolios with their parents.
Parents do not have separate passwords; they must access the portfolio
with their child. Clicking on “Parent Mode” at the right of the bar just
below the banner activates the Parent Mode. Parents can then enter
General Feedback, as well as comments within each individual artifact.

QLT Artifacts POP Share Files Overview Personalize Parent Mode )

This also deactivates other features, such as editing capabilities. The ratio-
nale is that the purpose of parents navigating through the portfolio with
their child is to comment on completed work and achievements. There is
no need for the work to be editable while they do this.

Archiving in Level 3

At the end of a term, school year or cycle, students should be asked to
select those artifacts that best reflect their learning and send these to their
Archive, then delete the original artifacts from the portfolio using the
global delete command on the Index Page. TheArchive is a cumulative
storage place for artifacts organized by ePEARL level and by year. This
will minimize the amount of space required for the storage of student
portfolios. They will then start a new school year or cycle with a blank
slate, having saved their most important items to the Archive. An artifact
stored from any level will remain in this folder, so in theory, a student
may store readings and creations from Level 1 and artifacts from Levels 2
and 3 and have an archive of their entire K-11/12 educational experience.

Home RENGElat) POP Share Files Overview Personalize

Filters @ View Archive  Add Mew Artifact

Add Tags  Delete  Archive mm

Home RN POP Share Files Overview Personalize

Current Artifacts Delete Export

All Archived Artifacts ©

Title Archived Date
Level 3

Mon Chat Souriant_version2 v1 2012-10-02 o
Presentation Oral v1 2012-10-02 a
Marie-Antoinette (1755-1793) v1 2010-01-12 o
SRL-Support v1 2012-10-02 =]
Training v 2012-10-02 a
Les décorations de Noél dans meon quartier vi 2012-10-02 o
Retour au travail v1 2012-10-02 a
Froject Anagnarisis v1 2012-10-02 o
Level 2

Level 1

ot
%ot
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Exporting Artifacts in ePEARL

The artifacts in Level 3 can be exported from the online environment.
They can then be saved on the computer and burned on a CD or other
portable memory device. This will allow students to see their work as it
appears in ePEARL without internet access or having to log in to the
software. This makes a nice record of accomplishments that can be taken
home, given as a gift or transferred if the student is moving. Only items
within the Presentations folder at that time will be exported.

The process requires only that students select the artifact they wish to
export from the Artifacts Index page, or from the Archive, and then click
the Export button.

Flgure 57 The EXpOI‘t Home ENgiiElaid POP Share Files Overview Personalize
iCOIl Filters @ View Archive  Add New Artifact Add Tags | Delete | Archive L'pmlmpm

Export Selection

Select what you wish to export

. # Planning
Figure 58: Level 3 o Doing
_ EX PO rt # Reflecting

1+ Only Available in Google Chrome, Safari, Firefox & internet Explorer 8
- Please download the file, then unzip it in order to view it.
- Keep the .zip file if you want to import it in another portfolio.

Cancel Save

Figure 59: The Logout P

R T PR R e D
Navigation and Logging Out

It is best to use the navigation buttons within the software rather than the
browser’s. To log out properly, use the logout button in the top right cor-

ner. When a new window is opened (for example, when viewing someone
else’s ePEARL), use the close window button located in the same place.
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Embedded Support

Support for each feature within an entry is available for students, teachers,
peers and parents (where necessary). However, the support is available
only when the feature is active. Therefore, support for students filling

out information about an entry will be available in the Edit screen of the
entry. Information for a peer, teacher or parent commenting on an entry
will be available near their respective text boxes in the View screen of the

entry.

Task Goal @

Task Goals

Task goals are goals that you set specifically What do I do in ePEARL?

for this artifact.
Write what you want to accomplish for

ExAMPLES this work. Be sure to update your goals
_ o as needed when you make a new

"I want to write a vivid story."” .
wersion,
"1 want to finish the work ahead of time so we can have

time to practice our presentation.”

"I want to make sure I really understand what I have read
before I try to answer the reading response questions.”

Learn MoRE
How can I po THIS?

Click Play to watch a video about
planning your work.

Before you write your task goals, look back at your general
goals.

Try to think of a goal for this task that can help you achieve
one of your general goals.

For example, Karine's general goal is to write more creative
stories. She decides her task goal will be to use more vivid
description in her story because this can help her become a
more creative writer.

Video Support

In addition to the embedded textual support, ePEARL also contains short
video clips to model and support pivotal self-regulation steps. These videos
provide just-in-time modeling for students and teachers to help integrate
self-regulation theory into daily classroom practice. These videos can
easily be part of the teacher’s introduction of tasks such as setting goals,
meaningful reflection and providing peer feedback. Students may access
them independently in class as refresher videos for concepts they have
learned and practiced offline.

The videos were designed to be level-specific and support critical informa-
tion with textual reinforcement. Level 2 videos include an advanced visual
organizer to explain the process, a “testimonial” style exposition of the
topic and then practical examples.

L) .
o
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Figure 60: Embedded
support
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The videos conclude with a review of the main points using both visual

and verbal cues, and finally a practical tip to get students started on

the task. Videos are also offered in French.Support videos and other

teacher’s materials are on the teacher resources page accessible from within

ePEARL. As material is developed, it

will be posted to this website so that support will grow over the year.
Figure 61: Link to the
Teacher Resource page

Home Artifacts ~ Presentations  Personalize LTk Manage Resourceﬁ

F ig ure 62 . The Teacher Voir la page de ressources frangaise close window

Resources page 9 \
G?@,AKL Teacher Resources

Electronic Portfolio Encouraging
Active Reflective Leaming

Evidence-based educational software tools designed and developed by the CSLP are available without
charge to the educational and academic community. For educational purposes, we ask that you please

consult the CSLP's software users policies. For research purposes, we ask that you also please consult
the CSLP's research user (author) policies.

CSLP tools are effective but only when they are wisely used. Professional development is important for
everyone who plans to use the CSLP's tools.

» Software User Policies (06.11.09) =
s Research User (Author) Policies (06.11.09) B

Offline Integration

Because it may be difficult to use video in the classroom, in order to facili-
tate incorporation of the lessons learned into classroom practice, ePEARL
also provides printable worksheets that prompt students to follow the
main points in the videos by writing their own answers about their task.
These worksheets can be printed from the teacher resource page.

planning Y doing ‘#’;w
Planning your work in ePEARL W e
Flg ure 63 Printable There are 3 parts in ePEARL. First, plan your work.
Title® ©
1.Give your work a title
worksheet for the ‘ 2.Choose which folder this work
- * @ nguages hal bel L
classroom B = 5 Selecta Colour code

Date © March =l 2008 |

Description: in your own words, write what the assignment s about.

Criteria: write what your class has deeided a gnod work should include.
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The Teacher Module

The teacher portfolio environment is similar to the Student one, but has
additional administrative features, sharing privileges and links to re-
sources. All homeroom teachers are linked to their homeroom class. This
means that teachers can view the students in their class (along with the
students’ access information) and view students” portfolio, through the
LTK Manage function.

It is recommended that teachers review the set-up for their students
prior to using ePEARL with a class. For example, if students are miss-
ing from the class list, they can be added or if ePEARL levels have been
incorrectly assigned they can be changed.

- .
Home Artifacts  Presentations  Personalize ( LTK Manage 5 Resources
N —7

Classroom management

ePEARL users now have access to the LTK Manage section, from the
LTK Lobby page. This section allows users to easily manage their classes
and students in one convenient location for all the LTK tools. Here,
teachers can:

 View their students portfolios

e Provide feedback on their student’s work

« Edit student levels

o Edit their own information such as password, colour codes etc.

e Link to more classes

e New this year: Notification!

4% gduilhe's Manage Section d| Frangais | LTK | ePEARL | ABRA | ISIS-21 | logoutc:

Main Menu

My Account My Classes My Students

ot
%ot
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Figure 64: Link to
the LTK Management

environment

Figure 65: The LTK
Management homepage



Figure 66: Viewing
students’ portfolios

Figure 67: Level 2 -
Sharing portfolios or
artifacts
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Check Assigned ePEARL Levels

Teachers should check that their students have been assigned the correct
ePEARL level. These are the levels recommended by the CSLP:

K-2:  Level 1
3-6: Level 2
7-12:  Level 3

Any student’s ePEARL level can easily be changed by accessing the My
Students tab in LTK Manage, clicking the pencil icon beside the student’s
name and choosing the correct level from the menu.

Viewing Student Portfolios and Providing Feedback

Teachers automatically have access to their students” portfolios, and can
view them in two ways:

1) by clicking on “Share” in the navigation bar, then on “Shared with me”

2) from the LTK manage section, by clicking on the class and then the
folder icon next to a student’s name.

Feedback may be provided on artifacts, a student’s general goals, task
goals/strategies, reflections, or the portfolio as a whole.

Home Artifacts Share Personalize LTK Manage Resources

‘Whose portfolio would you like to view?

(Ciass: Ciasse de Mme builhé, ||| student: sylvie bubois >I| Open Portfolio

In order to view a student’s portfolio in Level 2, from the Share area,
click on the Student Portfolios tab and select the appropriate class (only
those classes you are linked to will be displayed). Select a student name
from the drop-down list. on “Artifacts” in the bar just below the banner
in a student’s ePEARL, teachers can display a specific piece and provide
feedback on the goals, the reflection or the artifact itself.

Home Artifacts Share Personalize LTK Manage Resources

My Shares Student Portfolios Inter-Class Sharing

What Would I Like to Share?

[Folder: Presentations ! ~]|| Entry: Rubric + LLog v =]

Who Would I Like to Share With?

Class: Ms Wade's homeroom (Bancroft) ;|| Share with the whole (Iass;” Share = Collaborate @

= 150
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In Level 3, teachers may view their students’ portfolios through the
LTK manage function . Teachers can provide general feedback on the

home page, on the portfolio as a whole and on task goals/strategies and
reflections.

New Work

Teachers are notfied when students create new artifacts, or add goals,
recordings or reflections to existing work under the New Work tab. This

is a simple and efficient way for tecahers to go through their students’
portfolios.

Teachers can filter students by class using the drop down menu.

Figure 68: LTK Manage -

& M. George's Manage Section dI Frangais | LTK | ePEARL | ABRA | ISIS-21 | Logout
New Work tab Main Menu | My Account | My Classes My Students |
List of Students Link / Undink New Work
New Student Medifications in ePEARL
@ Filter students by class:

Name: First Last Artifact Title Level  Creation Date Modification Date @ /]

& Smith, Jackie Mr. Bounce Level1  2007-07-04 17:06:33 2012-10-15 11:41:29 8

« Pillay, Vanitha Untitled v1 Level3 2012-10-12 11:25:58 2012-10-12 11:30:44 O

Teachers may also opt to share specific artifacts or entire folders with their
students.

Sharing with Other Classes

Teachers can allow students from their class to share with students in
another class in the school. To do this, teachers can click on the Inter-
Class Sharing tab in the Share section in their own portfolio. Teachers can
select their class and then the school and class they would like their class
to share with, then click on “Allow Sharing” to connect them.

Until this connection is severed (by clicking on the X’ in the list below),
students in these two classes will be able to share their artifacts with each
other through the regular sharing function.

Figure 69: Sharing with

Home Artifacts Share Personalize LTK Manage Resources
other classes
e s 1 suaanrorios ar G i

Allow Sharing Between Classes

My Class: | Class: Ms Wade's homeroom =/

Another Class: School: Bancroft L” Class: Homeroom 6b ;” Allow Sharing

“+ Ms Wade's homeroom can share with Classe de Mme Duilhé (Bancroft)
~+ Ms Wade's homeroom can share with Mr. Radcliffe’s Homeroom (Westmount High)
| Homeroom Sa can share with Mr. Radcliffe's H: {West t High)

o
%ot
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Figure 70: Level

2 - Viewing Teacher
Comments from the
artifact page

9
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Printing Teacher Comments

All the comments a teacher has given a student so far can be organized
and printed from a student’s portfolio, click on “Artifacts.” then on
“Teacher Comments” (in red). The teacher will be able to read and print
a list of their comments grouped by Artifact, by Type (feedback on task
goals, on reflections, etc.) or by Date.

This feature can be used to:

o DPrepare for a parent-teacher interview

 Keep track of students’ development through the year or in a
particular subject area

 Help write report cards on students’ performance

 Organize! It will help teachers provide regular feedback on each
student’s portfolio.

e g Tt € 5 2

All Artifacts auvears
Presentations | Personal Professional Spanish Hebrew

CTaamerComman Printable Version

= | = | Title Folder Date | A |G R| C |BAL CCC SA SK

- =] eportfolio vi Art 1102007 [ 10 X| - | === | == | === ] === | ===
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Sub-administrators

There may be instances in which teachers would like to add a new teacher
(e.g. a student teacher or substitute teacher) or student to the school if
they were not included in the database at the start of the school year. Sub-
administrator accounts have been set up to allow for the management of
classes, teachers, and students. There is usually one person in each school
with Sub-administrator privileges. It may be the principal, the computer
teacher, or a consultant at the board/district/division level. In Quebec,
the local RECIT will know who has been assigned this role within their
board.

Resources

Teachers are encouraged to consult the Resources tab as the CSLP team
continues to develop bilingual job aids and supplemental materials to help
support the use of ePEARL in classrooms. All of the embedded video sup-
port and virtual tutorials can be accessed from this page as well. Materials
will be added to this page on a continuous basis.

Figure 71: Link to the

Home Artifacts  Presentations  Personalize LK Manag(’ Resources

Teacher Resources page

Figure 72: The LTK Wiki

Online community

Teachers are encouraged to join the CSLP online community of educa-
tors working with ePEARL. We have built a wiki (an online forum that
anyone can add information to) to connect educators from around the
world. On this wiki we have a discussion page, links to other sources of
information on self-regulated learning and portfolio pedagogy, as well as
new lesson plans and support materials in development that get posted

GWL ¥ home | . Edit This Page -~ Edit This Page || page = discus:

Electronic Portfolio &mulagmq A new release of the LTK was launch
Active Reflective Leami
Mew features include:

= Improved links between ePEARL & ABRACAD/

Actions
o MNew Page
™ Recent Changes
“iiF Manage Wikl = More teacher support documents including videj

= Assessment and Communcations modules in A

Search =

Welcome to the LTK wiki
Navigation

LTK Home
LTK Training Materials
ABRA home

This space is for you, the teachers from all over Canaf
information related to the use of the LTK. The LTK (fol

ABRA Lesson Plans yourself and share your ideas, triumphs, and challengd
ABRA Rubrics and 1. Wisit the general discussion space (see tab on
Checklists 2. Visit the Lesson Plans page (in the menu on thy
ePEARL Lesscn Plans, to your students.
Rubrics, etc. 3. Add suggestions or comments about informatioj
ePEARL Teachers' 4. Post a sample lesson or an activity you've don
Ideas this page" to add information directly on to the
ePEARL and Learning
Disabilities )_
LTK wish list January 2009 CSLP N I e LTKr
Portfolio Pedagogy P
Self-Regulated Learning March 2008 CSLP N ! om CSLP LTK Nef
FAQ

ey ePEARL interviews with students
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here before being added to the teacher resources page. This is also meant
to be a place where teachers can share ideas, post lesson plans,

ask questions, and get support from other educators using ePEARL.

To join, email ltkhelp@education.concordia.ca and include “wiki invite” in
the subject line. We will send the invitation and link to join this moder-
ated online community.

Virtual Tutorial

To assist new users in learning all of the features of ePEARL, the CSLP
has created an online Virtual Tutorial that can be accessed through the
teacher Resources page. This Virtual Tutorial is a series of 3-5 minute
videos that provide instruction on how to use ePEARL and pedagogical
tips to help teachers make the most of the software. The Virtual Tutorial
includes printable guides and access to a demo account to practice what
is demonstrated in each video. These can be used by teachers learning
the software on their own, or can be used to introduce students to new
features by showing the videos to the whole class.

Figure 73: The ePEARL
Virtual Tutorial

o)
\E@KKL Overview

Home

P Overview
Log in
Level 1

Level 2/3
Teacher
Export
Help

Public Demo

Contact Us

LEARN car-cexr

For further information on using ePEARL please email /tkhelp @educa-

tion.concordia.ca. Teachers in Quebec can also contact their local RECIT.
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Frequently Asked
Questions

Q1.  How are images or other files uploaded?

Q2.  How large a file can be uploaded?

Q3.  What size should a banner file be?

Q4. How can students create their own banners?

Q5. When viewing an artifact, I am unable to edit. Why is this?

Q6. How can students record something in their portfolio in Levels 2

and 3?
Q7.  What should students do when asked to “trust a CSLPIERI

certificate” when using the recorder?
Q8.  Why isn’t the recorder working?
Q9.  CanIlink/unlink students to my class list?
Q10. How are Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3 different?
QI11. How can I move students’ work from one level to the next?

Q12. How do students move things from their portfolio to the
Presentations folder?

Q13. When should students clean up their portfolios?
Q14. Where do I provide feedback to my students?
Q15. Can students provide feedback to each other?
Q16. What if students forget to save?

Q17.  What is the Learning Process for, and can students work outside
the portfolio?

Q18. How can I view a student’s work?
Q19. Can a parent modify an artifact?
Q20. What if  am not connected to my classes?

Q21. How can I get rid of the garbage characters when I cut and paste
from Word into the text editor?
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Q1. How are images or other files uploaded?

Users are able to upload a file anywhere they see a paperclip icon. To do
this, click on the icon, to bring up a directory of files and folders stored on
the computer. Locate the file and double-click on it. The file will appear
immediately. To remove the file, click on “deselect” below to the file name
and the file will disappear immediately. Don’t worry if you see only the
file name without the

image at first. Once the artifact is saved, all attachments will appear as

they should.

Q2. How large a file can be uploaded?

The maximum file size is set by your ePEARL Administrator. We recom-
mend allowing files of up 8 MB to be uploaded; however, the actual value
may be different. When uploading pictures, iPhoto or Photoshop should
be used to compress the image files. Large video or audio files can be
edited into two or three parts and uploaded as separate attachments

if they exceed the set file size limit.

Q3. What size should a banner file be?
The banner should be saved as a 760x75 pixel JPEG, GIF or PNG file. If

the banner is a different size, ePEARL will automatically center and crop
the image to the correct number of pixels. Please note that users can use
animated GIFs in their banner only if they are the correct size.

Q4. How can students create their own banners?

Students can use many different programs to create their banners, such
as Paint, Kid Pix,Photoshop, GIMP or Tux Paint (open source). They can
also go online to download or create banners for free at websites such as
http://www.bannerbreak.com/, http://www.aaa-banners.com/ or
hetp://www.grafhitinet.com/. Make sure the banner has the correct
dimensions (approximately 760x75 pixels), and is saved in a recognized
file format (JPG, GIF or PNG). Once the banner has been created using
either software or a website, it must be saved to the computer. It can then
be uploaded in ePEARL in the banner section of the Customize feature.

S 56
i



o
\
\E%AKL TEACHER ENVIRONMENT

AAAAA

Table 1: Images in
ePEARL: Summary
Table

TIP:

If the user erases a
recording a number
of times and attempts
to re-record, this may
cause the recorder to
malfunction. If this
happens, exit the
artifact and quit the
browser, then log
back in and retry.

Type | Dimensions _|File Format | Size Limit _

JPG, PNG, GIF,

. *
Banner 760x75 pixels animated GIF 8 MB
Welcome 200x200 pixels JPG, PNG, GIF 8 MB*
Image

Thumbnail in Artifact ;40,100 pixels JPG, PNG, GIF 8 MB*
View Screen

* This is the recommended maximum; the actual maximum is set by
the administrator.

Remember that with the exception of animated GIFs in the banner, any
image with the correct aspect ratio will work just as well (for example, a
long rectangular image for the banner or a square image for the Welcome
screen image).

Q5. When viewing an artifact, | am unable to edit. Why is
this?

In order to make a change to an artifact in the portfolio, users must click
on the edit icon at the top of the page. This will activate all fields.

Q6. How can students record something in their portfolio
in Levels 2 and 3?

Students can record when creating a new artifact or add a recording when
editing an existing artifact. First, click on the record icon on the Toolbar.
After the recorder opens in a new window, click the Record button once
ready to start. Click the Stop button when finished. Once the recorder
displays the message “Sound saved successfully,” the recorder may be
closed.

Q7. What should students do when asked to “trust the
CSLPIERI certificate” when using the recorder?

The first attempt to use the recorder may prompt a message asking the
user to “trust the CSLPIERTI certificate.” This may happen when start-
ing a new browser session, or when the browser cache has been emptied.
Students have to accept this certificate to continue loading the recorder.
We strongly recommend that the option “Always accept this certificate”
be selected.
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Q8. Why isn’t the recorder working?

There are three reasons why this may occur:

¢ 'The browser does not support the recorder.

¢ 'The sound card in the computer does not support the recorder.

¢ 'The appropriate plug-ins have not been installed on the computer.
The most likely cause is missing plug-ins. Please see the section titled End
User Requirements for details on this. If the plug-ins have been installed
and teachers are still experiencing problems, they must double-check that
they meet all the technical requirements. It is also important that they
save the recording when they are finished to avoid losing the recording.

Q9. Can I link/unlink students to my class list?

Yes. To do this, go to the Manage tab (on the bar just below the banner),
click on “My Students” and then “Link/Unlink Students” and follow
the instructions on the page. Note: If teachers wish to link a student to
their class but they are not in the database, ask the sub-administrator to
add this student.

Q10. How are Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3 different?

The differences between the levels are essentially based on age and level
of schooling. Level 1 is designed for children in Grades 1 & 2, so it has

a single environment in which students create, edit and save readings,
writing and other work. In addition, the interface relies more heavily on
icons than text and introduces students to basic goal-setting and reflection
activities. Level 2 is designed for Grades 3-6, and offers more structured
guidance for goal setting and reflection. Similar in structure to Level 2,
Level 3 is designed for secondary school students and even adults. It offers
more sophisticated guidance through the process of

planning, goal setting and reflection. In addition, teachers are able to
change passwords in Level 1, but can only view students’ passwords in
Levels 2 and 3.

Q11. How can | move students’ work from one level to the next?
Teachers do not need to move work from one level to the next. Before

changing a student’s level, make sure the student has moved everything
he or she wants to keep into the Presentations folder. All works created in
earlier levels of ePEARL are accumulated here and they may be viewed
or exported from within this folder. Please note that Level 2 and Level 3
artifats cannot be viewed from a Level 1 portfolio.
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Q12. How do students move things from their portfolio to the
Presentations folder?

When students want to send an artifact to their Presentations folder, they
should click on the Present button. They must be in edit mode to do this.
The artifact will be copied over to the Presentations folder. This is a “presen-
tation version” of the artifact, which means they will not be able to edit it
from within this folder. However, the original artifact is still available in its
original folder to edit as they wish. These edits will not

be reflected in the Presentations version of the artifact.

Q13. When should students clean up their portfolios?

Portfolios should be cleaned up at the end of a grade or cycle, either by the
student or the teacher, although it is recommended that the students do

the clean up, with a teacher’s supervision. This is important because it frees
up storage room on their school board’s server. (The amount of free space
remaining in a portfolio is indicated in the ePEARL meter at the top of the
page.) We recommend that teachers encourage students to move their impor-
tant artifacts to their Presentations folder periodically throughout the school
year. At the end of a school year, students should delete all their artifacts
from all other folders under the guidance of their teacher. ePEARL provides
the ability to delete multiple artifacts in one step.

Q14. Where do | provide feedback to my students?

When a teacher is viewing a student’s portfolio, they will have the op-
portunity to provide feedback in several ways. He or she can comment on
the student’s entire portfolio, general goals and artifacts in general, or they
can comment on a specific artifact within the portfolio. When viewing an
artifact, a teacher will be able to provide feedback on the associated goals,
the work itself and the reflection. When he or she is in an area in which
they can provide feedback they will see a white box with the heading “Edit
Comments.” The teacher can type their feedback in the box and then click
the Save button. If he/she want to review the artifact again and provide a new
comment, add it to the old comment. Do not write over previous comments
because this will delete them.

Q15. Can students provide feedback to each other?

Students provide feedback to each other in exactly the same way a teacher or
parent provides feedback: only in designated spaces. The only difference is

that the portfolio owner will need to share their portfolio or an artifact with
another student using the Share feature in order for the other student to pro-
vide feedback. Students do not have access to anyone else’s portfolio unless a
student has specifically shared it with them. A peer will be able to view the

artifact, but will only be able to write in the designated Peer Feedback boxes.

o
%ot

'r159



o
TEACHER ENVIRONMENT \E@Aﬁ

Q16. What if students forget to save?

It is very important that saving after each entry, edit or comment becomes
routine for your students. If a user logs out of his or her portfolio without
saving, any changes made will be lost. However, it is impossible to leave
edit mode (aside from closing the browser) without choosing the option of
saving or canceling.

Q17. What is the Learning Process for, and can students
work outside the portfolio?

The Learning Process guides students in the creation and editing/modi-
fication of and reflection on their work. Students can work directly with
the features provided in the template (i.e. the text editor and the recorder)
or work with another application outside of ePEARL, such as PowerPoint
or Excel. In the latter instance, files may be uploaded as part of an arti-
fact. When creating a new artifact using the blank template, users will be
guided by its format through a process of thinking about their work. The
flow of the process follows the diagram below.

Doing Selecting

Reflecting » Presenting

Planning

Q18. How can | view a student’s work?

Click on the Share tab in the menu bar of the artifacts index page, then
click on the Student Portfolios tab and use the drop down menus to select
a class and then the student whose work you would like to review. Click
on “Open Portfolio.” Once here, teachers will be able to view the student’s
work and leave comments. To return to their own portfolio, simply click
on “close window” in the top right corner of the screen (where the logout
option usually is).

Q19. Can a parent modify an artifact?

No. When students share their portfolio with their parents, they
should click on the Parent Mode button in the top right corner. This
will ensure that parents can view all artifacts, but only comment in the
designated spaces.

Q20. What if | am not connected to my classes?

If, after the beginning of a new school year, a teacher finds that they are
not connected to their classes, it is possible that there was an importing
problem. They should contact their administrator and ask him or her to
check whether there are two portfolios under their name. If there are two
portfolios under their name, ask the administrator to merge them

into one account. Note: the teacher’s username and password may change

after this happens.
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Q21. How can | get rid of the garbage characters when | cut
and paste from Word into the text editor?

Word sometimes automatically modifies text, and includes invisible
characters that become visible when pasted in the text editor. This can

be reduced if a student uses a simple text application (such as notepad) to
compose his/her writing, or pastes from Word into notepad before pasting
into the Text Editor. This can also be solved by changing certain features
in Word. For example, by replacing straight quotation marks with “fancy”
or “smart” quotes. These characters are problematic to work with and will
generate garbage characters within the text editor. Disabling them may
solve the problem.

Follow these instructions to permanently eliminate smart quotes within
Word:

1 Under the Tools menu, select “AutoCorrect...”

2 When the AutoCorrect dialog box appears, click on the AutoFormat
tab at the top.

3 Uncheck “Straight quotes with smart quotes.”

4 Click on the “AutoFormat As You Type” tab.

5 Uncheck “Straight quotes with smart quotes.”

6 Click on “OK” to close the dialog box.

Users can also get rid of garbage characters in your text by copying and
pasting the text into Notepad or TextEdit, and then copying and pasting
it from there into the text editor.
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Table 1: Resources available on the ePEARL Teacher Resource Page

Type of Resource

Job Aid Prereading Skim

Job Aid Reading Fluency

Job Aid Setting Task Goals

Job Aid Setting General Goals for Level 1
Job Aid What is Self-Regulated Learning?
Job Aid Teaching Vocabulary

Job Aid Creating a New Artifact

Job Aid Exporting from the Presentation Folder
Job Aid How to Customize Your ePEARL
Job Aid LTK Management (student passwords, etc...)
Job Aid Setting General and Task Goals
Job Aid Using ePEARL in Your Lessons
Lesson Plans Lesson 1 - Intro

Lesson Plans Lesson 2 - General Goals

Lesson Plans Lesson 3 - Organizing

Lesson Plans Lesson 4 - Planning

Lesson Plans Lesson 5 - Doing

Lesson Plans Lesson 6 - Reflecting

Lesson Plans Lesson 7 - Sharing & Feedback
Lesson Plans Lesson 8 - Selecting & Reflecting
Lesson Plans Sample Lesson Plan - Recycling

Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Basic Decoding

Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Setting Reading Goals

Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Sequencing

Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Prediction

Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Teaching Vocabulary

Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Comprehension Monitoring
Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Segmenting - Three-sound Word
Lesson Plans - ABRA-ePEARL link Segmenting - Four-sound word

Lesson Plans - LTK Curriculum Planning
Lesson Plans - LTK Curriculum Planning worksheet 1 (Level 1)
Lesson Plans - LTK Curriculum Planning worksheet 2 (Level 1)
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Type of resource Resource Name

Lesson Plans - LTK Curriculum

Lesson Plans - LTK Curriculum

Lesson Plans - LTK Curriculum

Lesson Plans - LTK Curriculum
Lesson Plans - LTK Curriculum

Lesson Plans - LTK Curriculum

Videos - Teacher PD
Videos - Teacher PD
Videos - Teacher PD
Videos - Teacher PD
Videos - Teacher PD

Videos - ABRA-ePEARL Link

Videos - ABRA-ePEARL Link

Videos - student-centred

Videos - student-centred

Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred
Videos - student-centred

Videos - student-centred

Prediction

Sequencing

Summarizing

Story Elements

Story El. worksheet 1

Story El. worksheet 2

Level 1: Using ePEARL in Early Elementary Classrooms

Level 1: The Benefits of Using ePEARL for Portfolio Assessment
Level 2: Implementing ePEARL in Late Elementary Classrooms
Level 3: Implementing ePEARL with Secondary Students

Level 3: Using epEARL with POP (Personal Orientation
Program) Secondary Classrooms

Level 1: Integrating ABRACADABRA & ¢PEARL in the
Classroom

Level 1: The Benefits of Using ABRACADABRA and ePEARL
Together

Leve 2: Planning - Overview
Leve 2: Planning - Creating General Goals

Leve 2: Planning - Creating Task Goals
Leve 2: Planning - Strategies for Goals
Leve 2: Doing - Overview

Leve 2: Reflecting - Overview

Leve 2: Reflecting - (Works in Progress)
Leve 2: Reflecting - (Presentations)
Leve 2: Providing Feedback

Level 3: Portfolio Process

Level 3: My General Goals

Level 3: Setting General Goals

Level 3: Peer Feedback

Leve 3: Giving Feedback

Level 3: Receiving Feedback

Find these resources and more: http://grover.concordia.ca/epearl/resources/home_en.php
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Summary of Research

Up-to-date, two major studies of ePEARL effectiveness for language instruction in elementary class-
rooms (grades 4-6) were conducted between 2007 and 2009 in three Canadian provinces. The first
study took place in 2007-2008 and involved 14 teachers and 296 students. Participants in the second
study (2008-2009) were 21 teachers and 322 students. In experimental classrooms, teachers were using
ePEARL while, in control classes, teachers used no portfolio tool.

The findings of these studies show that elementary students in classrooms where the teacher provided
regular and appropriate use of the electronic portfolio tool ePEARL showed significant learning gains
as compared to control students, who did not use ePEARL. Specifically, both studies consistently
report significant improvements in their writing skills on a standardized literacy measure (i.e., the con-
structed response subtest of the Canadian Achievement Test-4th ed.) and certain metacognitive skills
measured via student self-report. The table below represents the magnitude of differences between the
two groups as gains in percentile points.

ePEARL (pre- & post-) | Control (pre- & post-) Effect | Percentile
means/SD means/SD size advantage |
Study 1, grades 4-6 (n=296)
Writing skills (CAT-4)
Writing: Content 2.10/0.65 | 2.30/0.63 2.11/0.66 | 2.23/0.83 +0.13 5
Writing: Content
Management 1.78/0.75 | 2.11/0.67 1.85/0.71 2.05/0.72 +0.33 13
Self-requlation skills (self-reports)
Setting goals 3.45/0.91 3.71/0.89 3.63/0.93 | 3.50/0.96 +0.42 16
Identifying strategies | 3.08/1.13 | 3.36/0.96 3.311.06 | 3.13/1.14 +0.43 17
Using feedback 3.86/0.90 | 4.42/0.83 | 4.21/0.91 4.06/0.96 +0.47 18
Study 2, grades 4-6 (n=322)
Writing skills (CAT-4)
Writing: Content 1.73/0.66 | 2.13/0.70 1.78/0.63 | 2.05/0.83 +0.20 8
Writing: Content
Management 1.64/0.68 1.85/0.69 1.63/0.58 1.85/0.64 | +0.14 5]
Self-regulation skills (self-reporis)
Setting goals 7.05/1.64 | 7.58M1.51 6.78/1.76 | 6.84/1.75 +0.28 11
Identifying strategies | 7.85/1.69 | 8.06/1.41 8.08/1.35 | 7.78/1.35 +0.28 11
Self-observation 14.78/2.53 | 14.96/2.50 | 14.82/2.57 | 14.49/2.80 | +0.23 9

Table 2: Results of two major Pan-Canadian Studies using ePEARL
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Specifically, experimental students in both studies showed larger improvements compared to controls
in content presented in their writing assignment and content management referring to word choice,
sentence structure and conventions of print. Students’ data on self-regulation skills show that students
who used ePEARL consistently reported higher levels of specific self-regulation processes including
setting process goals and listing strategies. In study one, students described higher uses of feedback
from their teachers to improve on work whereas in the second study, the process of observing one-self
was given more importance by the respondents.

The results also indicate that teaching with ePEARL has positive impacts on students’ literacy and
self-regulated learning skills when the tool is used regularly and integrated into classroom instruction
appropriately. Electronic portfolios are promoted as knowledge tools that are designed to facilitate
the integration of technology in classrooms by being fully embedded into classroom life rather than
merely added to it. Teachers in these classrooms also reported that the use of ePEARL had a positive
impact on their SRL teaching strategies. Data were also collected to understand how teachers used
electronic portfolios in their classrooms, to what extent they integrated electronic portfolios into their
practice, and the factors influencing their use. The high implementers reported feeling supported by
their administration as well as experiencing growth in their understanding and application of self-
regulation pedagogies as a result of the scaffolding and support provided by the software.
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