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ABRA & TUSOME
The Alignment of ABRA with Tusome
Introduction
This guide is a work in progress document. It will help you to use Tusome and ABRACADBRA together in your classroom. This document currently includes the first 15 weeks of lessons. The Tusome and ABRACADABRA programs are designed to develop the building blocks of literacy: alphabetics, fluency, comprehension, and writing. 

While Tusome uses print materials, ABRACADABRA provides interactive and engaging computer-based activities that encourage skill development. To be effective, ABRACADABRA should be used at least one hour per week, and ideally up to two hours. 

ABRA activities are not meant to replace your classroom teaching with Tusome, but rather to enhance learning through computer-based activities. In this guide, you will find a plan for using ABRA each week in your classroom. 

Used regularly, ABRA will help your learners improve all their literacy skills.


Suggestions for Use
· Set aside at least one hour per week for using ABRA (sessions can divided into two 30 min. blocks if more suitable to schedule). 
· Use ABRA in the classroom or the lab. If necessary, learners can work in pairs to complete the ABRA activities
· If you have limited time, focus on the computer-based activity in the Day 1 – Day 5 plan. If you have more time, work on the computer and classroom-based activities suggested in Extension Activities.
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Week 1
TUSOME OVERVIEW					            THEME: WILD ANIMALS
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (m, s, h, b, c)
· Word Blending
· Vocabulary
	· At the Zoo
· Learners answer questions about the story
	· Practice writing mat, Tam, met




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics - Letter Sound Search
No ABRA related book for this activity
· Given the pronunciation of a letter sound, the learner must identify and find its associated letter.
· The teacher can have learners focus on lower, upper, or mixed letters depending on the learners’ needs.

 Choose Level 1: Lower case letters

Fluency - Tracking
ABRA Story: I Can Move like A…
This story compares the antics of a child to those of different animals. This story uses a child’s active imagination and feeling of omnipotence as a child describes the things she or he can “do”. Children can use illustrations, context clues, rhyming words and spelling patterns to read unfamiliar words.

Teacher reviews the chosen story, then reads story to learners. If time, learners in pairs take turns reading the story to each other (echo reading).
	Comprehension
Ask informal questions about the story:
· Who is/are the main characters?
· What happened first/second/last?
· Where does the story take place?
· Did you like the story? Why? Explain.










Week 2
TUSOME OVERVIEW						       THEME: SHOPPING
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (y, z, v, wh)
· Word Blending
· Vocabulary
	· Nan and Sam or Mangoes
· Learners answer questions about the story
	· Practice writing bit, bite, ripe, like, take




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics - Letter Sound Search
No ABRA related book for this activity
· Given the pronunciation of a letter sound, the learner must identify and find its associated letter.
· The teacher can have learners focus on lower, upper, or mixed letters depending on the learners’ needs.

 Choose Level 2: Lower case letters

Fluency - Tracking
In READS: Choose an English or a Kiswahili story. 

Teacher reviews the chosen story, then reads story to learners. If time, learners in pairs take turns reading the story to each other (echo reading).
	Comprehension
Ask informal questions about the story:
· Who is/are the main characters?
· What happened first/second/last?
· Where does the story take place?
· Did you like the story? Why? Explain.


















Week 3
TUSOME OVERVIEW							 THEME: TRAVEL
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Sound Recognition
· Oral Blending
	· Rose and the Big Bike and Rose Has a Scar
· Practice reading car, bar, far, jar, scar, tar, ball, tall, wall, far, tar
	· Grammar: Language Pattern
· Use of “wants to” in sentences




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics - Matching Sound
No ABRA related book for this activity
· The learner will identify sounds that are the same.

 Days 1-3: Choose Level 1: Distinguishable sounds
 Days 4-5: Choose Level 2: Similar sounds

Fluency - Tracking
ABRA Story: Wally’s Vacation 
This story is about taking a trip with your family. Read about how Wally and his family prepare for their trip to Mexico and what they do when they get there.

Teacher reads the story to learners.
	Comprehension
Ask informal questions about the story:
· Have you ever taken a trip with your family?
· Where did you go and what did you do once you go there?
· Share your experience with other learners.

















Week 4
TUSOME OVERVIEW					          THEME: ENVIRONMENT
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (gr, dr)
· Word Blending
· Vocabulary
	· Bad Smell at the Lake, Sam and the Pig and Pat and the Big Dogs 
· Practice reading ship, boy, toy, lake, rake. green, drag, grass, dream, dry, chin, ring, drop, greet, grain, drive, drop, drive, drag, drum
	· Grammar: Language Pattern
· Use of “good at” in sentences




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Blending Train
ABRA Story: The Little Red Hen
· Given the phonemic breakdown of a word, learners will identify the word it makes; e.g., /r/ /o/ /d/ = “rod”.

 Choose Level 3: 3-phoneme words with short vowel sounds.

Fluency - Tracking
ABRA Story: The Little Red Hen 
An industrious hen solicits the help of a dog, cat, and pig to get the ingredients necessary to bake a loaf of bread. The animals are too lazy so they decline to help but eagerly agree to eat the bread once the work is done.

Teacher reads the story to learners.
	Comprehension – Sequencing
In pairs to do the activity. After reading a story, the learner will place story events in their correct order.

 Level 1: 3 story elements (summary of story pages), displayed in random order.

Writing – Spelling Words
· Learners in pairs do the activity. 
· The learners will spell regular and irregular words using the keyboard.
· All learners can do this activity. Teachers must decide where learners need help and assign the appropriate spelling level.

 Choose Level 3: 3-phoneme words with short vowel sounds.









Week 5
TUSOME OVERVIEW				       THEME: HEALTH AND HYGIENE
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (nk, nd, nt, st, sp)
· Word Blending (s)
· Vocabulary
	· Baby Sara, Esther and the Spider and Baby Sara takes a Bath 
· Practice reading sank, bank, sand, send, bend, band, sent, bent, hand, pink, drink, stand, want, hand, step, drink, spit, still, hand, spin, sink, star
	· Grammar: Language Pattern
· Use of “clean” in sentences




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Auditory Blending
· Given a phonemic breakdown, the learner will identify a word; i.e., /c/ /a/ /t/ = “cat”.

 Choose Level 4: 4-phoneme words with blends mainly at the beginning, short, long, and r-controlled vowel sounds.

Fluency - Tracking
ABRA Story: When I Open My Eyes 
This poem-like text outlines the morning rituals of a child from the moment she wakes up to the time she leaves the house.
	Comprehension – Story Response
In pairs to do the activity. Learners are given open-ended questions about the story that they will discuss with one another.












Week 6
TUSOME OVERVIEW							      THEME: FOOD
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (st, sk, sp, ea)
· Word Blending (s)
· Vocabulary
	· The Milk Mask, Maina Falls and Mary and the Wasp
· Practice reading ream, bead, meat, peas, sea, seat, bean, seam, ream, steam, speak, cheat, dream, beat, team, read
	· Grammar: Language Pattern
· Use of “wants to” in sentences




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Blending Train
ABRA Story: How a Bean Sprouts
· Given the phonemic breakdown of a word, learners will identify the word it makes; e.g., /r/ /o/ /d/ = “rod”.

 Choose Level 4: 3-phoneme words with clusters, short, long, and r-controlled vowel sounds.

Fluency
In READS: Choose the story The Day the Vegetables Came to School.

Teacher reviews the chosen story, then reads story to learners. If time allows, learners in pairs take turns reading the story to each other (echo reading).
	Comprehension 
Ask informal questions about the story:
· What are the unusual shapes?
· What are root vegetables?
· What was Raju actually doing?

Writing
Learners write short sentences with “wants to” and words from the story.













Week 7
TUSOME OVERVIEW				          THEME: PARTS OF THE BODY
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (-ear)
· Word Blending (/y/    /ia/)
· Vocabulary
	· A Sore Ear
· Learners read story and answer questions about story
	· Practice writing: back, duck, sock, check, year, dear, near, hears, well




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Auditory Blending
ABRA Story: When I Open My Eyes
· Given a phonemic breakdown, the learner will identify a word; i.e., /c/ /a/ /t/ = “cat”.

 Choose Level 5: 4-phoneme words with blends mainly at the end, short, long, and r-controlled vowel sounds.

Fluency
In READS: Choose the story Listen to my Body.

Teacher reviews the chosen story, then reads story to learners, asking learners to take turns reading the story aloud.
	Comprehension – Vocabulary
Given the definition of a word, the learner must determine which of two sentences uses the word appropriately.

Writing
Learners write two new sentences that rhyme with the story (poem) When I Open My Eyes using parts of the body.




















Week 8
TUSOME OVERVIEW							THEME: SCHOOL
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (r,l,-all,-ar)
· Word Blending
· Vocabulary
	· A Shirt for School
· Learners read story and answer questions about story
	· Learners make correct sentences




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Letter Sound Search
No ABRA related book for this activity
· Given the pronunciation of a letter sound, the learner must identify and find its associated letter 
· The teacher can have learners focus on lower, upper, or mixed letters depending on the learners’ needs.

 Choose Level 2: Lower case letters.

Fluency (READS)
In READS: Choose the story Joy Goes to School.

Teacher reviews the chosen story, then reads story to learners. If time allows, teacher asks one learner at a time to read a page of the story.
	Comprehension 
Ask informal questions about the story:
· Who is the main character?
· What did Joy do first?
· Why did she wash and brush her teeth?

Writing
Learners write short sentences with “where’s the”. Learners exchange their sentences (questions) and answer them. Suggest using objects from the two stories they have read in this unit.


















Week 9
TUSOME OVERVIEW						        THEME: THE FARM
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (r,l,-all,-ar)
· Word Blending
· Vocabulary
	· A Shirt for School
· Learners read story and answer questions about story
	· Learners make correct sentences




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Auditory Blending
ABRA Story: The Little Red Hen
· Given a phonemic breakdown, the learner will identify a word; i.e., /c/ /a/ /t/ = “cat”.

 Choose Level 5: 4-phoneme words with blends mainly at the end, short, long, and r-controlled vowel sounds.

Fluency
ABRA Story: The Little Red Hen
An industrious hen solicits the help of a dog, cat, and pig to get the ingredients necessary to bake a loaf of bread. The animals are too lazy so they decline to help but eagerly agree to eat the bread once the work is done.

Teacher reviews the chosen story, then reads story to learners. If time allows, teacher asks one learner at a time to read a page of the story.
	Comprehension 
ABRA Story: The Little Red Hen
In pairs to do the activity. After reading a story, the learner will place story events in their correct order.

 Choose Level 2: 5 story events (summary of story pages), displayed in random order.

Writing
Learners write short sentences with “she/he can” related to the story.













Week 10
TUSOME OVERVIEW						          THEME: CLOTHES
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (-er, -ir, -ur)
· Sound Recognition
· Vocabulary
	· Clothes for Girls and Boys
· Learners read story and answer questions about story
	· Learners copy words for dictation




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Blending Train
ABRA Story: When I Open My Eyes
· Given the phonemic breakdown of a word, learners will identify the word it makes; e.g., /r/ /o/ /d/ = “rod”.

 Choose Level 5: 4-phoneme words with blends mainly at the beginning, short, long, and r-controlled vowel sounds.

Fluency
In READS: Choose the story School Clothes.

Teacher reviews the chosen story. Learners take the time they need to read the story on their own.
	Comprehension – Story Response
ABRA Story: When I Open My Eyes
· Learners are given open-ended questions about the story that they will discuss with one another.
· This activity uses certain stories from the literary and informational genre categories. Six questions are presented in a set—three of which are general while the remaining three are story-specific.

Writing
Learners write a short paragraph about what they wear to school.


















Week 11
TUSOME OVERVIEW							 THEME: TRAVEL
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (-or)
· Word Blending
· Vocabulary
	· What People Do
· Learners read story and answer questions about story
	· Learners complete blank sentences




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Word Matching
ABRA Story: The Dove and the Ant
· The learner will match words that have the same beginning or ending sound. Learners have the choice of playing with 8 cards (4 pairs), 12 cards (6 pairs), and 16 cards (8 pairs).

 Choose Level 1: Same beginning sounds.

Fluency – Tracking
ABRA Story: The Dove and the Ant
This is a cute story of how a friendship develops between a dove and an ant. Crisis situations can be catalysts that forge fast friendships. A bird comes to the rescue of an ant and the ant, in spite of its size, returns the favour. This funny story can help children learn that help can come in a variety of packages.

In READS: Choose the story All Types of Aircrafts.

Teacher reviews the chosen stories. Learners take the time they need to read the story on their own.
	Comprehension – Prediction
Based on information from the story, the learners will predict future events. 
Asking children to predict what can happen is a skill that all children can do. They should also be asked to justify their responses.


Writing
Learners choose two types of aircrafts from the READS story and make a short story.






Week 12
TUSOME OVERVIEW						         THEME: The HOME
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Read Letter Sounds (-oi, -ore)
· Oral Blending
· Vocabulary
	· Cleaning Up, What To Do…
· Learners read story and answer questions about story
	· Learners complete blank sentences




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Matching Sounds
No ABRA related book for this activity
· The learner will identify sounds that are the same.

 Choose Level 2: Similar sounds.

Fluency
In READS: Choose the story Lacey’s New Home or Going Home.

Teacher reviews the chosen stories. Learners take the time they need to read the story on their own.
	Comprehension – Sequencing
ABRA Story: The Little Red Hen 
In pairs to do the activity. After reading a story, the learner will place story events in their correct order.

Writing
Learners write short sentences with the words: boil, dry, and clean.






















Week 13
TUSOME OVERVIEW						         THEME: WEATHER
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledge (-ow)
· Word Blending
· Vocabulary
	· Ann and the Weather
· Learners read story and answer questions about story
	· Grammar
· Vocabulary




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Auditory Blending
ABRA Story: Waterfall
· Given a phonemic breakdown, the learner will identify a word; i.e., /c/ /a/ /t/ = “cat”.

 Choose Level 5: 4-phoneme words with blends mainly at the end, short, long, and r-controlled vowel sounds.

Fluency
ABRA Story: Waterfall
This is a retelling of a Columbian legend. The people in this village were not happy and did not cooperate with one another. A wise old man teaches the people how to work and live in harmony. A mean man was upset with this change in the villagers’ demeanor so he flooded the village. The wise man punishes him for his destructive behaviour and the villagers are allowed to live in peace again.

Teacher reviews the chosen story, then reads story to learners. If time allows, teacher asks one learner at a time to read a sentence in the story (choral reading).
	Comprehension – Sequencing
ABRA Story: Waterfall
The learners must answer questions about events that took place in a story. Learners must select the answer to six questions about the story. Because there are audio prompts to assist, this activity can be done by all learners once they are familiar with the story.

Writing – Spelling Sentences
The learners will use keyboarding skills to spell words to make a sentence. This activity is directly related to the stories so have the learners read a story then spell words related to that story.

 Choose Level 1: 2-word sentences.






Week 14
TUSOME OVERVIEW						          THEME: CLOTHES
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Letter/Sound Knowledges (sc, sk)
· Segmenting
· Vocabulary
	· Dressing a Goat
· Learners read story and answer questions about story
	· Grammar
· Vocabulary




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Auditory Segmenting
ABRA Story: Darryl! Don’t Dawdle
· Given the pronunciation of a word, e.g. “cat”, the learner will identify the breakdown /c/ /a/ /t/ of the word.

 Choose Level 2: 2-phoneme words with clusters, short, long, and r-controlled vowel sounds.

Fluency
ABRA Story: Darryl! Don’t Dawdle
Darryl is a boy who loves to take his time to do things. Throughout the story people constantly tell him, “Darryl! Don’t dawdle”. A funny ending occurs when Darryl is able to use these same words on someone who he thinks is dawdling.

Teacher reviews the chosen story, then asks learners to read story on their own.
	Comprehension – Sequencing
ABRA Story: Darryl! Don’t Dawdle
After reading a story, the learner will identify words that do not make sense. (There is one incorrect word on each page).

Writing 
Like in the activity above, learners write sentences that don’t make sense, for example: I put my skirt on my head. Another learner reads the sentences and corrects it.
















Week 15
TUSOME OVERVIEW						        THEME: THE FARM
	Alphabetic Activities
	Learner Story (Fluency, Comprehension)
	Writing

	· Word Blending (-oo)
· Rhyming Words
· Vocabulary
	· The Farmer
· Learners read story and answer questions about story
	· Grammar
· Vocabulary




ABRA
	Day 1-5
	Extension Activities

	Alphabetics – Same Phoneme
No ABRA related book for this activity
· The learner will be required to distinguish between phonemes (letter sounds) that are the same or different.

Fluency
ABRA Story: The Little Red Hen
An industrious hen solicits the help of a dog, cat, and pig to get the ingredients necessary to bake a loaf of bread. The animals are too lazy so they decline to help but eagerly agree to eat the bread once the work is done.

Teacher asks learners to read story on their own.
	Comprehension – Summarizing
ABRA Story: The Little Red Hen
The learner will answer story related questions to help him/her summarize the story at the end.

Writing 
Using the rhyming words from the story The Farmer (in READS), learners write a new poem with at least 2 verses.
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