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Teacher Aid

Getting Learners Started Using ABRA


When using ABRACADABRA, it’s important to set aside time for learners to explore and learn about the software. Start by demonstrating the login process to learners, reminding them that each learner has a unique user ID and password. Consider using the Login Cards available on the Teacher Resource Page as a useful reminder tool. The login screen is shown on the right.

Once learners are logged in, ask them to click on the ABRACADABRA logo.

The World of ABRACADABRA
· Time: About an hour
· Materials: Whiteboard or projector/screen 
· Setting: Lab
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1) Login and show learners the Adventure Room screen. 
2) Say: “This is the magical word of ABRACADABRA. Here we meet Julie and Leo, and they are going to take us on a wonderful journey where we can learn new sounds, words, and stories to help us learn how to read!”
Tip: Teachers can change the names to be more culturally significant.
3) Click on Characters. 
4) Have learners choose different characters.
5) Have the computer read aloud the character’s biography, or if learners want, they can try to read various portions of it.
6) Click on the Back button to return to the Adventure Room.
7) Now, click on Activities and Stories.
8) Say: “This is the Adventure Room. From here, Julie and Leo can take us to different activities and stories where we will learn how to read and share what we have learned.”
9) Allow for ample exploration time.


Tips for Teachers
· Make sure learners are comfortable logging into ABRA on their own (initially with some support from the teacher or another learner). 
· Let learners familiarize themselves with the icons and the navigation menu.
· Encourage learners to watch the demos of the activities.


Use Colour to Explore ABRACADABRA

First Activity
Learners look at the word ABRACADABRA and name all the colours in the title.

Second Activity
Go back to Characters or Adventure Room. Ask learners to name various colours they see. Learners make full sentences using the colours they have identified, for example: “Victor, the hairdresser is wearing a green shirt.”

Third Activity
Learners make up a new song, using ABRACADABRA characters and colours. Song should rhyme. All learners can work together to create the song.

Tips for Teachers
· These activities can take place in groups.
· Give learners clear instructions before they start.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Make links to classroom, home and environment.
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