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Introduction to Cooperative Learning
Cooperative Learning 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cooperative Learning (CL) is a teaching strategy that helps learners work together to achieve a common goal. Research demonstrates that CL improves students’ achievement as well as their engagement with life-long learning. 

In many classrooms, students work together in pairs or groups, but that doesn’t mean they are benefitting from CL. During traditional group work, some learners may contribute more than others because they are more enthusiastic, capable, or interested. Shyer or less energetic students may not contribute much at all. When using CL strategies, the work is structured so that every learner, regardless of temperament or ability, must participate and reap the benefits. Therefore, for CL to succeed, several factors must be present:
· Learners share positive interdependence, meaning they depend on one another for the overall success of their work. They share a goal that can only be achieved if everyone participates. In other words, each learner’s success is dependent on the other learner’s success too. It’s “united we stand, divided we fall.”
· Everyone must contribute equally, meaning there is individual responsibility. 
· At the end of the work, groups reflect on what went well and what could improve in terms of listening to others, sharing ideas, and working well together. 

Researchers have been interested in the effects of CL for over 50 years. They have found that CL helps students perform better, although how much better is still being debated. Some researchers have found very large improvements and some more modest improvements. But overall, learners who participate in CL activities demonstrate higher levels of achievement. (For more information, see Abrami, P.C. (1995). Classroom connections: Understanding and using cooperative learning. Harcourt College Pub.)

However, CL also has an effect on other kinds of skills. When working in CL groups, learners:
· Like the subject matter.
· Get along better with classmates and teachers.
· Feel they have support from classmates and teachers.
· Feel good about themselves as learners.

In short, CL strategies have a positive impact on the development of social skills and working cooperatively in a team, as well as the enjoyment of learning.

CL strategies can help teachers meet the objectives of the Kenya Primary Education plan, especially by helping structure group work to ensure the contributions of all learners, while also developing communication skills such as listening and verbally conveying ideas and information. CL also fosters critical thinking skills and contributes to a life-long love of learning. 

CL doesn’t have to be time-consuming or difficult.  Teachers can try out very simple techniques like “pair and share,” in which learners think about an issue or a question, then turn to a partner to share their reflections. Using CL in literacy activities can be achieved by having one learner read a sentence aloud, then the other group members “echo back” by saying the same sentence until everyone can read and say the sentence correctly. As teachers gain more confidence with CL, they can use techniques such as Sukumawiki, a reading tournament that helps teams improve their understanding of a text. 

We encourage teachers to start small and persevere because the results are worth it. CL has many benefits to offer, helping learners develop both academic and social skills.
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